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The Essential 100 

A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012 
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the 

Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the 

New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New 

Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series. 

The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week 

and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of 

two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible. 

Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit 

e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is stuartheights.org/sundayschool. 

The Schedule: The Final Days of Jesus 
This is our fourth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of 

Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, and the Miracles of Jesus. Now we shift to The Final Days of Jesus. 

Date Lesson Key Verse(s) Passage Speaker 

September 11 The Last Supper Luke 22:19-20 Luke 22:1-46 Jim Fleming 

September 18 Arrest and Trial John 18:38-40 John 18 Amy Valovcin 

September 25 The Crucifixion John 19:17-18 John 19 Jim Fleming 

October 2 The Resurrection John 20:19-20 John 20-21 Jim Fleming 

October 9 The Ascension Acts 1:9-11 Acts 1:1-11 Tim Archer 

 
The Final Days of Jesus: The Last Supper 

Review 
Jesus came to restore a relationship between God and man that was created in Genesis 1 and ruined in 

Genesis 3. 

Preview: A Meal to Remember 
Jesus takes His disciples to a quiet place and eats with them the Passover Seder. However, this is not just 

another Passover meal. Jesus changes the symbolism of the elements to additionally include His body 

(the bread) and His blood (the wine) and creates a new covenant that will last forever. 

Key thought: Communion is more than just another meal 

http://e100challenge.com/
http://stuartheights.org/sundayschool
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Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Luke 22:1-46 (Author = Luke) 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover. 2 And the chief priests and 

the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the people. 

3 Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered among the twelve. 4 So he went 

his way and conferred [talked] with the chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him [Jesus] to 

them. 5 And they [the religious leaders] were glad [literally, rejoiced exceedingly (a good way to check 

your spirit is to see how you react in the face of evil—do you rejoice or do you mourn?); for 9/11, we 

look back and mourn the loss of life while simultaneously rejoicing that evil is being defeated while 

simultaneously mourning that human life has to be taken to accomplish that task], and agreed to give 

him money. [Pop quiz: How much money did Judas get? 30 pieces of silver. What could you buy with 

that amount? A slave] 6 So he [Judas Iscariot] promised and sought opportunity to betray Him [Jesus] 

to them in the absence of the multitude. [There will be people that walk with you that will not finish 

the race. Love them, help them, but never focus on them—focus on Jesus. Luke 22:1-6 occur days 

before the Passover. The disciples are following Jesus around for days with Satan indwelling Judas.] 

Jesus and His Disciples Prepare the Passover 

7 Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed. 8 And He sent Peter 

ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άDƻ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ŜŀǘΦέ 

9 {ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜΚέ [Because He had no house of His own] 

10 And IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀ 

pitcher of water; follow him into the house which he enters. 11 Then you shall say to the master of 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƘŜǊe I may eat the Passover with My 

ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΚέΩ 12 ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǊƻƻƳΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜŀŘȅΦέ 

13 So they went and found it just as He had said to them, and they prepared the Passover. 

*ÅÓÕÓ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÅÒ 

14 When the hour had come [if you read the Gospels, you will see this phrase many times and it is 

finally here], He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. 15 ¢ƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά²ƛǘƘ fervent 

desire [elsewhere in Scripture this word is translated as lust, craving] I have desired to eat this Passover 

with you before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom 

ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ [He is most likely referring to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb when all of His children will eat 

with Him in heaven] 

17 ¢ƘŜƴ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ it  among yourselves; 18 for I 

ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŎƻƳŜǎΦέ [Pray and thank 

God for the blood of Jesus] 

19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it,  and gave it  ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ aȅ ōƻŘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

ƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΤ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ aŜΦέ [Pray and thank God for the body of Jesus] 
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20 Likewise He also took ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢Ƙis cup is the new covenant [this verse is why 

you have an Old Testament (covenant) and a New Testament (covenant) in your Bible] in My blood, 

which is shed for you. 21 But behold, the hand of My betrayer is with Me on the table. 22 And truly 

the Son of Man ƎƻŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƻŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴ ōȅ ǿƘƻƳ IŜ ƛǎ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘΗέ 

23 Then they began to question among themselves, which of them it was who would do this thing. 

*Because we constantly compare, don’t we? Think about how much of our lives is spent comparing 

ourselves to ourselves. Work, home, school, sports, etc. We forget about 2 Corinthians 10:12.] 

The Disciples Argue About Greatness 

24 Now there was also a dispute [literally a love of strife and contention] among them, as to which of 

them should be considered the greatest. [And this is the result of comparing: disputes] 25 And He said 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƭƻǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ 

ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΦΩ 26 But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest 

among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. [Tonight is deacon 

ordination at our church and the deacons in our church are the servants—not the leaders] 27 For who is 

greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among 

you as the One who serves. [Leadership comes through service, not through leadership] 

28 ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aŜ ƛƴ aȅ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΦ [There were dozens of men and 

women who followed Jesus and wanted to be His disciples that had fallen by the wayside throughout His 

ministry and these were the twelve that had stuck with Him] 29 And I bestow [this word is only used 

when a man sets his house in order for his death—it means to make a covenant with (the King of Kings 

wants to enter into covenant with us)] upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed [the word just 

used—the covenant relationship that the Father has with the Son is described as the same relationship 

that the Son gives to us—this, I cannot fathom] one upon Me, 30 that you may eat and drink at My 

table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging [judging, ruling over] ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ 

*ÅÓÕÓ 0ÒÅÄÉÃÔÓ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ $ÅÎÉÁÌ 

31 !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ƛƳƻƴ, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked [asked, demanded, desired to have, 

begged] for you, that he may sift *to sift, shake by inward agitation to try a person’s faith by taking 

them to the edge] you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and 

when you have returned to Me, ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴΦέ [WOW—imagine if the Devil thought you 

were enough of a threat that he asked the Father for you—and recognize that the Lord of all Creation is 

praying for you right now. Stop and pray for the class that their faith would not fail] 

33 .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ L ŀƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳΣ ōƻǘƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ 

34 ¢ƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ tŜǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻǎǘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŎǊƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƴȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ 

that you know MeΦέ 

Supplies for the Road 

35 !ƴŘ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά²ƘŜƴ L ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ōŀƎΣ ƪƴŀǇǎŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŘŀƭǎΣ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƭŀŎƪ 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΚέ 
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{ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άbƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ [Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to the cross I cling. Rock of Ages] 

36 ¢ƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά.ut now, he who has a money bag, let him take it,  and likewise a knapsack; 

and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. 37 For I say to you that this which is 

written must still be accomplished in Me: Ψ!ƴŘ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƻǊǎΦΩ For the 

ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ aŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƴŘΦέ 

38 {ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƭƻƻƪΣ ƘŜǊŜ are ǘǿƻ ǎǿƻǊŘǎΦέ 

!ƴŘ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦέ 

The Prayer in the Garden 

39 Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also 

followed Him [they were going to be covered in the dust of their rabbi one more time]. 40 When He 

ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άtǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ [temptation, trials]Φέ 

[Stop and pray that the members of our class not enter into temptation] 

41 !ƴŘ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ IŜ ƪƴŜƭǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ 42 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǳǇ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ aŜΤ ƴŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ƴƻǘ aȅ ǿƛƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ¸ƻǳǊǎΣ ōŜ 

ŘƻƴŜΦέ [Stop and pray that our class would drink of the cup that God has set aside for us to drink] 43 

Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him [imagine the line of angels lining up 

for this assignment—all of heaven was watching the Prince of Peace petition the Father for strength and 

the Father looks at one angel and says, ‘Go and strengthen My Son’+. 44 And being in agony [used of 

gymnastics or wrestling when you are fighting for victory], He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat 

became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. [The technical term for this is 

hematidrosis—there only known instances of it occur under great stress such as someone about to be 

raped, someone about to be executed, and instances like that] 

45 When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow 

[sorrow, pain, grief, annoyance, affliction—used of people that are mourning—they were tired from 

being so sad]. 46 ¢ƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇΚ wƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅΣ ƭŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ [At the end of the day, they fell asleep on Him—they had followed Him for years and when 

He needs them, they fall asleep. Lord, help us not to fall asleep on you when You need us the most.] 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. Communion is not just another meal 

2. Jesus is praying for us 

3. Remember what He did 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Remember the then to help with the now 

2. Pray for each other 

3. Remember the right way (rejoice for the sacrifice, mourn for the loss) 
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The Final Days of Jesus: Arrest and Trial 

Preview: The Big Decision 
Pilate certainly did not care about fairness; he just wanted to avoid hassle (John 18:29-35). It does not 

seem like he cared too much about truth either (John 18:38). However, before he knew it, Pilate was 

faced with the most important decision of all time—what to do with Jesus? Eventually, everyone must 

make that decision. Is Jesus a source of anger and frustration; a hassle to be avoided; or is he “the way, 

the truth and the life” (John 14:6)? It is important to carefully think it over; it is the biggest decision you 

will ever make. 

Key thought: Deciding about Jesus is life’s biggest decision 

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): John 18 (Author = John) 
Intro: Thanks and Puggles 

Jesus has washed the feet of his disciples and shared a great, “last meal,” with them. Jesus has said that 

one of His own will betray Him and that Peter will deny Him three times before the cock crows. Jesus 

has been in the garden praying the, “cup to pass from Him,” and for, “God’s will to be done.” An angel 

has come to strengthen Jesus in this his time—and we will see that strength. 

Betrayal and Arrest in Gethsemane 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, where 

there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered. 2 And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew 

the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. 3 Then Judas, having received a detachment of 

troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and 

weapons. [There has been a battle in a garden before. This time He and the disciples have entered 

without Judas. Wonder what the other disciples were thinking? “Detachment of troops” or band/cohort 

of soldiers; maybe several hundred men. They were prepared to take Jesus by force, thinking He would 

protest His arrest . . . little did they know.] 4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon 

Him, went forward [He took the initiative] ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά²ƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎΚέ [He asked even 

though He knew who they were after. Even then, Jesus’ concern was other people.] 

5 ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ IƛƳΣ άWŜǎǳǎ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΦέ 

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άL ŀƳ He.έ !ƴŘ WǳŘŀǎΣ ǿƘƻ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘ IƛƳΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ [I read that maybe 

this is recorded twice because the author, John, still can remember this image vividly: Judas on the other 

side, standing with the men that came to arrest Jesus] 6 bƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άL ŀƳ He,έ ǘƘŜȅ 

drew back and fell to the ground. [How Awesome is our God? With a simple, “I AM,” He can bring 

people to their knees. He submits willingly to the troops arresting Him and then declares His majesty by 

knocking them over.] 

7 ¢ƘŜƴ IŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ά²ƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎΚέ 
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!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άWŜǎǳǎ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΦέ  

8 WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ He. ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƪ aŜΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅΣέ 

[He will say this again on the cross. He went to the Father on our behalf saying take Me and let student-

name go.] 9 ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ IŜ ǎǇƻƪŜΣ άhŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻƳ ¸ƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ aŜ L ƘŀǾŜ 

ƭƻǎǘ ƴƻƴŜΦέ [Referring to John 17:12: While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. 

Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition [Judas], 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled.] 

10 ¢ƘŜƴ {ƛƳƻƴ tŜǘŜǊΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǿƻǊŘΣ ŘǊŜǿ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ, and cut off his right 

ŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ aŀƭŎƘǳǎΦ [Peter is willing to defend his Lord by the sword. His strength 

fails him later.] 

11 {ƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΣ άtǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǿƻǊŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŀǘƘΦ {Ƙŀƭƭ L ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ aȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ 

has given aŜΚέ [Refers to the cup mentioned in Matthew 26:39, Luke 22:42, and Mark 14:36 where 

Jesus calls out to the Father, “Let this cup pass from Me; yet not what I will but, Your will be done”] 

Before the High Priest 

12 Then the detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and 

bound Him. 13 And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who 

was high priest that year. 14 Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that 

one man should die for the people. [Jesus was taken to Annas first more than likely because Annas’ 

house was closest. Annas also had great influence over the Jewish nation. Annas had been high priest 

for a time and now his son-in-law was.] 

Peter Denies Jesus 

15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the 

high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. 16 But Peter stood at the door 

outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who 

kept the door, and brought Peter in. 17 ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƘƻ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΣ ά¸ƻǳ 

are not also one ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ aŀƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ 

IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘΦέ 

18 Now the servants and officers who had made a fire of coals stood there, for it was cold, and they 

warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself. [David Guzik: [Peter] was bold 

with a sword in his hand, but a coward before a servant girl] 

Jesus Questioned by the High Priest 

19 The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine. 

20 WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άL ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΣ 

where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing. 21 Why do you ask Me? Ask those who 

ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ aŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ LƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŀƛŘΦέ [Bam!! Just my opinion] 
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22 And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of 

Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά5ƻ ¸ƻǳ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΚέ *This is the start to Jesus’ brutal treatment+ 

23 WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άLŦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŜǾƛƭΣ ōŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛƭΤ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ 

aŜΚέ [Jesus stands strong in the face of opposition so we can stand strong in the face of opposition] 

24 Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. [Maybe they are actually thinking, He is 

who He says He is] 

Peter Denies Twice More 

25 bƻǿ {ƛƳƻƴ tŜǘŜǊ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǎƻ one of 

His dƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ 

He denied it  ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ƴƻǘΗέ 

26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him ǿƘƻǎŜ ŜŀǊ tŜǘŜǊ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5ƛŘ L ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ 

ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΚέ 27 Peter then denied again; and immediately a rooster crowed. [Peter’s 

courage failed. His love for Jesus NEVER did.] 

)Î 0ÉÌÁÔÅȭÓ #ÏÕÒÔ 

28 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they 

themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the 

Passover. [The Praetorium was the house where Pilate was living; meaning the dwelling place of the 

praetor, or chief of the province. This is also where he held court and tried his cases. The Jews 

considered even the touch of a Gentile to be defilement.] 29 Pilate then went out to them and said, 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ aŀƴΚέ 

30 ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άLŦ IŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜǾƛƭŘƻŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ IƛƳ ǳǇ 

ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ 

31 ¢ƘŜƴ tƛƭŀǘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƎŜ IƛƳ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǿΦέ 

¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΣέ 32 that the saying of 

Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die. [Pilate had to go out to 

those that are accusing Jesus, since they did not want to enter the Praetorium. David Guzik: If the Jews 

had put Jesus to death, He would have been stoned, instead of crucified, and His prophecy about His 

death [John 3:14] would not have been fulfilled.] 

33 ¢ƘŜƴ tƛƭŀǘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŀŜǘƻǊƛǳƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά!ǊŜ ¸ƻǳ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

WŜǿǎΚέ 

34 WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƻǊ ŘƛŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ aŜΚέ [Even though His hour had come, He was still Jesus: The way, the truth the life!] 

35 tƛƭŀǘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά!Ƴ L ŀ WŜǿΚ ¸ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ¸ƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ 

²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴŜΚέ [You can try all you want, but you can never avoid Jesus] 
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36 WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ άaȅ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΤ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ aȅ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜΦέ [I 

can only imagine what His kingdom was doing/saying] 

37 tƛƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά!ǊŜ ¸ƻǳ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴΚέ 

WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎŀȅ rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have 

come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My 

ǾƻƛŎŜΦέ [That settles it! I have heard Pastor Gary say before, “God said it that settles it!”+ 

38 tƛƭŀǘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΚέ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άL ŦƛƴŘ ƴƻ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƛƴ IƛƳ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ [Ask what other translations say for this line. No matter how 

it is said, NO FAULT was found. Jesus was innocent. God was sentenced for our sin because no fault was 

ever in this Man.] 

Taking the Place of Barabbas 

39 ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Passover. Do you therefore 

ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΚέ 

40 ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ŎǊƛŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άbƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ aŀƴΣ ōǳǘ .ŀǊŀōōŀǎΗέ bƻǿ .ŀǊŀōōŀǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊƻōōŜǊΦ 

[Pilate was not going to go against the soldiers and authorities that brought Jesus to him and the crowd 

that was screaming for Barabbas. Do you think John, author of this book, threw that last line in of 

Barabbas being a robber for insight? Barabbas knows what it is like first hand for Jesus to stand in his 

place and die for his sins.] 

Challenge: It is impossible not to make a decision about Jesus—one way or the other 

 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. Jesus took our place! 

2. Truth always wins! (and there is nothing we can do about it) 

3. God is always God! (No matter what we do to Him: sell Him out, deny Him, or try to escape Him) 

Arrested Willingly, Stood Trail Blamelessly, Sentenced Innocently, Beaten Brutally, Suffered 

Immensely, Crucified Cruelly, Died Lovingly, Buried Poorly, Arose Beautifully, Returning Quickly! That 

is Truth worth standing for!!! 

 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. What will you do with Jesus? 
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The Final Days of Jesus: The Crucifixion 

Preview: An Unexpected God 
Jesus came to restore a relationship between God and man that was created in Genesis 1 and ruined in 

Genesis 3. All throughout the Bible, God intervenes in and intersects with our lives in ways that we did 

not anticipate. During His ministry, Jesus did things that those around Him were not expecting Him to 

do. The Jews wanted a Messiah who would overthrow the Romans, not a Messiah who would die for the 

Romans. Jesus, through His life and through His death, completed the work His Father gave Him to do. 

Key thought: What happens when God shows up, but He is not what you wanted? 

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): John 19 (Author = John) 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

1 So then Pilate [the prefect or governor of this area—primarily responsible for taxation, being the 

area’s highest judge, and for commanding the military+ took Jesus and scourged [David Guzik: scourging 

had three purposes. First, it was used to beat the prisoner as a form of punishment. Second, it was 

used to extract a confession from the prisoner. Finally, in cases of crucifixion it was used to weaken 

the victim so he would die more quickly on the cross.] Him. 2 And the soldiers twisted a crown of 

thorns and put it  on His head [Where did thorns come from? They were a result of Adam’s sin+, and 

they put on Him a purple [a royal color] robe [Where did the need for clothes come from? They were a 

result of Adam’s sin+. 3 Then they said [in the imperfect tense—meaning it was repeated over and over], 

άIŀƛƭΣ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΗέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ IƛƳ [in the imperfect tense—meaning it was repeated over 

and over] with their hands [striking with the palm on the face or boxing the ears]. 

4 tƛƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ IƛƳ out to you, that you may 

know that I find no fault [no cause/reason to charge Him with a crime] in Him [Amy taught us last week 

that Pilate said this in John 18, so this is the second time Pilate declares Jesus innocent]Φέ 

0ÉÌÁÔÅȭÓ $ÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ 

5 Then Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, 

ά.ŜƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴΗέ 

6 ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǎŀǿ IƛƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά/ǊǳŎƛŦȅ Him, crucify 

Him!έ 

tƛƭŀǘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ Iim and crucify Him, ŦƻǊ L ŦƛƴŘ ƴƻ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƛƴ IƛƳΦέ [The third time Pilate 

declares Jesus innocent. Pilate kept dealing with Jesus because Pilate was trying to free Jesus and 

placate the crowd of Jews. True, Pilate had the legal authority over them, but Pilate did not want to 

have to explain to Caesar why the Jews were angry at Rome.] 

7 ¢ƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǿΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǿ IŜ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ 

ƳŀŘŜ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ [They were probably referring to Leviticus 24:16 (which talks about 
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stoning a man for blasphemy); Hideous theology—He always was the Son of God: no one made Jesus, 

He is the always existing and eternally present Son of God. He always was, always is, and always will be 

the Son of God. No word or action of man can ever undo that fact.] 

8 Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, 9 and went again into the 

Praetorium *Pilate’s home and the palace where Pilate would do his official business—the modern 

equivalent is the governor’s mansion]Σ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ¸ƻǳ ŦǊƻƳΚέ .ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƴƻ 

answer. [I have no clue why Jesus did not answer, but most of the commentators say it was some 

variation of showing Pilate strength in the face of death] 

10 ¢ƘŜƴ tƛƭŀǘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά!ǊŜ ¸ou not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to 

ŎǊǳŎƛŦȅ ¸ƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ¸ƻǳΚέ 

11 WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ aŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ 

above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greŀǘŜǊ ǎƛƴΦέ [Jesus, in effect, stands as 

Pilate’s judge and says that Judas and Caiaphas are more at fault than Pilate. Jesus is also clear here that 

all earthly authority is given from God.] 

12 From then on Pilate sought [in the imperfect tense—meaning it was repeated over and over] to 

release Him [at this point, Pilate knew beyond any shadow of doubt that Jesus was truly innocent], but 

ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ aŀƴ ƎƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ [the Roman emperor—Pilate’s 

boss] ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ŀŜǎŀǊΦέ 

13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat 

[literally, the bema seat—the seat of judgment (Jesus will sit on the bema seat one day in heaven and 

judge Pilate)] in a place that is called The Pavement [{ǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ άPavementέ 

is found nowhere else in the NT, but its Hebrew equivalent occurs just once in the OT, and it is evident 

that the Holy Spirit would have us link the two passages together. In 2 Kings 16:17 we read, άAnd King 

Ahaz cut off the panels of the carts, and removed the lavers from them; and he took down the Sea 

from the bronze oxen that were under it, and put it on a pavement of stones.έ In Ahaz's case, his act 

was the conclusive token of his surrender to abject apostasy. So here of Pilate coming down to the 

level of the apostate Jews. In the former case it was a Jewish ruler dominated by a Gentile idolater; in 

the latter, a Gentile idolater, dominated by Jews who rejected their Messiah!], but in Hebrew, 

Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour [John gives a 

Jewish hour—6 am (Mark tells us that the crucifixion actually began around 9 am)]. And he said to the 

WŜǿǎΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ YƛƴƎΗέ [True words] 

15 .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ά!ǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ Him, away with Him! /ǊǳŎƛŦȅ IƛƳΗέ tƛƭŀǘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά{Ƙŀƭƭ L 

ŎǊǳŎƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ YƛƴƎΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƪƛƴƎ ōǳǘ /ŀŜǎŀǊΗέ [What happens when 

God shows up, but He is not what you wanted?] 

16 Then he [Pilate] delivered Him to them [the Jewish leaders—the Sanhedrin] to be crucified [Have 

you ever done something at your job that you knew was wrong but you did it anyway to keep your 

job/title/position/salary?]. Then they took Jesus and led Him away. 
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The King on a Cross 

17 And He [Jesus], bearing His cross [and bearing my cross and bearing your cross], went out to a place 

called the Place of a Skull [Calvary], which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 18 where they crucified Him, 

and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center [Other Gospels tell us that Jesus 

was crucified between two robbers (not thieves—the difference is that robbers steal directly off of 

someone and thieves just steal). It is interesting to note that the Roman Empire crucified people for 

robbery—so it shows you how very little crime was tolerated in those days.]. 19 Now Pilate wrote a title 

and put it  on the cross. And the writing was: JESUS [Jehovah is salvation] OF NAZARETH [one 

separated], THE KING OF THE JEWS [an incredibly true statement]. 

20 Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; 

and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 21 Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to 

tƛƭŀǘŜΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǿǊƛǘŜΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΣΩ ōǳǘΣ ΨIŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΦέΩέ [Both were 

true, but the difference is important] 22 tƛƭŀǘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΦέ 

23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments [David Guzik: He let go of 

absolutely everythingτeven His clothesτbecoming completely poor for us (see 2 Corinthians 8:9), so 

we could become completely rich in Him.] and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the 

tunic [the undergarment]. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece [David 

Guzik: WŜǎǳǎΩ seamless tunic reminds us of His role as our great High Priest, because Exodus 28:31-32 

tells us that the High Priest wore a seamless garment]. 24 ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ά[Ŝǘ 

ǳǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜŀǊ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ Ŏŀǎǘ ƭƻǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜΣέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎΥ 

άThey divided My garments among them, And for aȅ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀǎǘ ƭƻǘǎΦέ [Psalm 22:18—written 

over a thousand years before Jesus Christ walked the earth] Therefore the soldiers did these things. 

Behold Your Mother 

25 bƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ Iƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ aŀǊȅ ǘƘŜ wife of Clopas 

*Jesus’ mom’s sister Mary+, and Mary Magdalene *the ‘Magdalene’ was not part of her proper name, it 

just denoted where she was from—Magdala]. 26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the 

ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ǿƘƻƳ IŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōȅΣ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Iƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ά²ƻƳŀƴΣ ōŜƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴΗέ 27 Then He 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΗέ !ƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ home 

*‘Home’ is an added word for clarity—it does not mean they left Jesus right then, it means that John 

took responsibility for Mary right then. In case you are wondering where Joseph (Jesus’ earthly father) 

was, he was probably dead by this time—hence the reason that Mary needed someone to watch her]. 

It Is Finished 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be 

ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǘƘƛǊǎǘΗέ 29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge 

with sour wine, put it  on hyssop [the plant that was used in the original Passover to sprinkle the blood 

around the door], and put it  to His mouth. 30 {ƻ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊ ǿƛƴŜΣ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLǘ ƛǎ 

finished [tetelestai: Used to show that the debt of a bill had been paid; used by artists to show a work 

was complete; used by builders to show a building was finished according to plan. Jesus is saying He had 

done everything that He was supposed to do. At this point, Jesus had reconciled God and man. The 
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perfect once-for-all sacrifice had been made. Love had won the day. There is still a need for the 

resurrection, however, because Jesus had not yet conquered death. wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴΩǎ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ²ƻǊŘ 

Pictures: A cry of victory in the hour of defeat]Ηέ !ƴŘ ōƻǿƛƴƎ Iƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ He gave up His spirit [not the 

Holy Spirit, but the spirit that was in Jesus (just like we have a spirit, He had a spirit)]. 

*ÅÓÕÓȭ 3ÉÄÅ )Ó 0ÉÅÒÃÅÄ 

31 Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on 

the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, 

and that  they might be taken away. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of 

the other who was crucified with Him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already 

dead, they did not break His legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and 

immediately blood and water came out [Crucifixion was intended to be a slow and painful way to die. 

Death itself would come by suffocation. The criminal would suffocate to death while trying to breathe. 

Breaking the legs would prohibit the criminal from pushing upward with his legs to get a breath. Jesus 

was already dead when the Roman soldiers broke the legs of the robbers, and the spear showed that He 

died of a broken heart (the only medical way that blood and water come out at the same time). Jesus 

did not even die the way the Romans wanted Him to die.]. 35 And he who has seen has testified, and 

his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. 36 For these 

things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, άbƻǘ one ƻŦ Iƛǎ ōƻƴŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴΦέ 

[Fulfillment of Exodus 12:46] 37 And again another Scripture says, ά¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ IƛƳ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ 

pierced.έ [Fulfillment of Zechariah 12:10] 

*ÅÓÕÓ "ÕÒÉÅÄ ÉÎ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ 4ÏÍÂ 

38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea [a member of the Sanhedrin], being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, 

for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus [David Guzik: Customarily, 

the bodies of crucified criminals were left on their crosses to rot or be eaten by wild animals. But the 

Jews wanted no such horror displayed during the Passover season, and Romans were known to grant 

the corpses of executed men to friends or relatives for proper burial.]; and Pilate gave him permission. 

So he came and took the body of Jesus. 39 And Nicodemus [a member of the Sanhedrin], who at first 

came to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. 40 

Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom of the 

Jews is to bury. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a 

new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀƛŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΩ 

Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby. 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. God may not do what you expect Him to do 

2. God will still accomplish His plan 

3. Jesus’ death reconciled man to God 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Do not hold God accountable for things He did 

not promise you 

2. Willingly allow God to use you to accomplish 

His plan 

3. Share God’s good news of love with others to 

make a difference in their lives
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The Final Days of Jesus: The Resurrection 

Preview: 'ÏÄȭÓ Love Wins 
Last week, we looked at the idea that the cross proved that Jesus wins over sin—He was the perfect, 

once-for-all sacrifice that the entire Old Testament looked forward to. This week, we step into the 

reality that the disciples had fled, the Master had been killed, and the enemy appeared to have won. 

But, like so many other times in the Bible, the story is not yet finished because Jesus Christ has yet to 

prove that God’s love not only wins over sin, but it wins over the ultimate effect of sin as well: death. 

Key thought: The resurrection proves that God’s love wins over death 

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): John 20-21 (Author = John) 

John 20 

The Empty Tomb 

1 Now the first day of the week [Sunday] Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still 

dark, and saw that  the stone had been taken away from the tomb [It is amazing what you find when 

you show up early, isn’t it?+. 2 Then she ran [notice the urgency she has because she has a problem and 

her problem is that she does not know who took Jesus] and came to Simon Peter, and to the other 

disciple, whom Jesus loved [John]Σ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƳōΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀƛŘ IƛƳΦέ [She got her pronouns wrong—not, ‘they,’ but, ‘He’] 

3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4 So they both ran 

together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 And he, stooping down 

and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there [a subtle hint that this was not a grave robber]; yet he 

did not go in [hesitation]. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb [boldness]; 

and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not 

lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself [you fold a napkin when you are 

coming back to the table]. 8 Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he 

saw and believed [John did not write the day he was saved in the flyleaf of his Bible—he wrote it in the 

Bible. John was the first to believe the resurrection without seeing Jesus.]. 9 For as yet they did not 

know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead [the first time a sacrifice had ever been 

killed and then came back to life]. 10 Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. 

Mary Magdalene Sees the Risen Lord 

11 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping [Psalm 126:5], and as she wept she stooped down 

and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other 

at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain [I love the past tense—sometimes, tenses make all of the 

difference]. 13 ThŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ά²ƻƳŀƴΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜŜǇƛƴƎΚέ 

She said to them [David Guzik: This is one of the few places in the Bible where someone encounters 

angels and they are not stricken with fear. It shows that Mary was so grieved at the loss of Jesus that 
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she was unaffected even by an appearance of angels.]Σ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ Ƴȅ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ L 

Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀƛŘ IƛƳΦέ [Prayer: Father, help us to we weep when we cannot find you] 

14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there [If you passionately 

seek Him, you will find Him—always], and did not know that it was Jesus [He continues to be an 

unexpected God]. 15 WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ά²ƻƳŀƴΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜŜǇƛƴƎΚ ²ƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎΚέ 

She, supposing Him to be the gardener [see the gardening link between the first Adam and Jesus?], said 

ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά{ƛǊΣ ƛŦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ IƛƳ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀƛŘ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ IƛƳ 

ŀǿŀȅΦέ [Tenney: Her words reveal her devotion. She never paused to consider how she would carry 

the corpse of a full-grown man or how she would explain her possession of it.] 16 Jesus said to her, 

άaŀǊȅΗέ {ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ άwŀōōƻƴƛΗέ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊύΦ [I hope you know the voice 

of the Lord well enough to know when He is calling your name—there is nothing like it—to know that 

the Master and Maker of the Universe is speaking to you] 

17 WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ aŜ [the Greek implies that Mary was already holding on and Jesus 

was telling her to stop clinging], for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren [Go 

to who? “My brethren.” Not, “Go to those slackers who left me.” Not, “Go to those bums that ran 

away.” But, “Go to My brethren.” Prayer: Thank you Lord for your swift and thorough forgiveness.] and 

say to them [David Guzik: The fact that Jesus makes a woman the first witness of His resurrection is 

significant. The law courts of that day would not recognize the testimony of a woman, but Jesus did.], 

ΨL ŀƳ ŀǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ Cŀther, and to aȅ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘΦΩέ 

18 Mary Magdalene came [not ran, but came—she had the answer to her problem: His name was 

Jesus] and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that  He had spoken these things to her. 

The Apostles Commissioned 

19 Then, the same day at evening [Sunday night], being the first day of the week, when the doors 

were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews [they were hiding in fear], Jesus 

ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άtŜŀŎŜ be ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ 20 When He had said this, He 

showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord [Ya think?]. 

21 {ƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ άtŜŀŎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΗ [Jesus had just completed on the cross the work that 

would bring peace to God and man, so no doubt He had peace on His mind] As the Father has sent Me, 

L ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳΦέ 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άwŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

ŀǊŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦέ [At this point, they have believed (because they saw), they have been commissioned 

(because He said), and they have been empowered (because of the Holy Spirit). I give you the apostles.] 

Seeing and Believing 

24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ [They are telling people about Jesus!] 



SHBC Sunday school The Final Days of Jesus: The Resurrection October 2, 2011 

Jim Fleming stuartheights.org/sundayschool 

So ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¦ƴƭŜǎǎ L ǎŜŜ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ Iƛǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦέ [Do you blame Thomas?] 

26 And after eight days [the next Sunday—on the eighth day] His disciples were again inside, and 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άtŜŀŎŜ ǘƻ 

ȅƻǳΗέ [Jesus is staying on message] 27 ¢ƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ άwŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it  ƛƴǘƻ aȅ ǎƛŘŜΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎΦέ 

[Jesus gave Thomas a chance to believe. We must not blame those that do not believe—we must give 

chances to believe.] 28 !ƴŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ άaȅ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ DƻŘΗέ [Thomas gets 

it—and then Thomas takes the Gospel to India and serves there for the remainder of his life. And Jesus 

accepts Thomas’ statement—because Jesus IS the Lord and because Jesus IS God.] 

29 WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ aŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƙave believed. Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΦέ [This is us! This is us! Jesus says we are blessed too! And we are.] 

David Guzik: The faith of Thomas is the climax of the book: Jesus has triumphed over sickness, sin, evil 

men, death and sorrow; now He conquers unbelief. Thomas is a good example in many ways. He 

refused to say he understood when he didn't, he refused to pretend to believe when he didn't. And 

when he did understand and believe, he went all the way and properly called Jesus Lord and God. 

That You May Believe 

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this 

book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in His name. [Ever wonder why we have some stories and not others? It is 

so we would believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that we might have life.] 

John 21 

Breakfast by the Sea 

1 After these things Jesus showed Himself again [Jesus is doing this so there is no doubt that He rose 

from the dead (and to encourage)] to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed 

Himself: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 

and two others of His disciples were together. 3 {ƛƳƻƴ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΦέ 

[What? Do not go back to the old life. The old life was fishing for fish. The new life is fishing for men.] 

¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻΦέ [Sometimes your decisions will spread to others—be 

strong in the face of fear] They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught 

nothing. 4 But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not 

know that it was Jesus. 5 ¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅ ŦƻƻŘΚέ 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ IƛƳΣ άbƻΦέ 

6 And IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά/ŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ some.έ [Plummer: 

There is no need to seek symbolical meanings for the right and left side. The difference is not between 
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right and left, but between working with and without Divine guidance.] So they cast, and now they 

were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. 

7 ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ǿƘƻƳ WŜǎǳǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΗέ [Busted] Now when Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged 

into the sea [The last time Jesus showed up on the water, Peter walked on it, so maybe he was 

remembering back to that day]. 8 But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far 

from land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish. 9 Then, as soon as they had 

come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, and bread [Where did Jesus get the fish 

and bread?]. 10 WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά.ǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘΦέ 

11 Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three 

[Why 153 fish?]; and although there were so many, the net was not broken [The good news of Jesus 

Christ is strong enough for a large haul—many philosophies or religions do not work if taken to their 

logical end, but Christianity works exceptionally well]. 12 WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά/ƻƳŜ and Ŝŀǘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΦέ 

Yet none of the disciplŜǎ ŘŀǊŜŘ ŀǎƪ IƛƳΣ ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ¸ƻǳΚέτknowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus then 

came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish. [There is no judgment here—just 

breakfast amongst brothers. This is the last recorded meal of Jesus in the Bible.] 

14 This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead. 

Jesus Restores Peter 

15 {ƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŜŀǘŜƴ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ {ƛƳƻƴ tŜǘŜǊΣ ά{ƛƳƻƴΣ son of Jonah, do you love 

[agape] aŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǎŜΚέ [More than these fish OR more than these disciples? Either is a question 

that needed to be asked because Simon Peter went back to fishing for fish and not fishing for men AND 

Simon Peter said he loved Jesus more than anyone else.] 

IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ [ƻǊd; You know that I love [phileo] ¸ƻǳΦέ 

IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άCŜŜŘ [bosko; an imperative meaning tending to the spiritual needs] My lambs [little 

lambs]Φέ 

16 IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ά{ƛƳƻƴΣ son of Jonah, do you love [agape] aŜΚέ 

IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ [ƻǊŘΤ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƻǾŜ [phileo] ¸ƻǳΦέ 

IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ŜƴŘ [poimaino; an imperative meaning to shepherd] My sheep [any four-footed 

animal]Φέ 

17 IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ά{ƛƳƻƴΣ son of Jonah, do you love [phileo] aŜΚέ tŜǘŜǊ was grieved 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ aŜΚέ [Peter denied Christ three times and these 

three questions undoubtedly reminded Peter of those denials] 

!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΤ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƻǾŜ [phileo] ¸ƻǳΦέ 
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WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άCŜŜŘ [bosko; an imperative meaning tending to the spiritual needs] My sheep [any 

four-footed animal]. 18 Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and 

walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will 

gird you and carry you ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǎƘΦέ 19 This He spoke, signifying by what death he would 

ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ DƻŘΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άCƻƭƭƻǿ aŜΦέ [And Peter did—read the 

book of Acts to see what Peter did with the Gospel. Peter was crucified for Christ at the end of his life. 

What mattered in Peter’s life was not the three denials before the cross, it was not the fact that he ran 

at the crucifixion, or the fact that he was always being bold and brash. What mattered in Peter’s life was 

that he finished well. Peter’s story was not yet over and Jesus was telling Peter that Peter still had time 

to finish well. Your story is not yet over. You still have time to finish well.] 

The Beloved Disciple and His Book 

20 Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on 

Iƛǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜǘǊŀȅǎ ¸ƻǳΚέ 21 Peter, seeing him, said 

ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΣ ά.ǳǘ [ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ about this man?έ [Just like when walking on water, Peter took his eyes off of 

Jesus and he starts to sink] 

22 WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άLŦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƛƭƭ L ŎƻƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ is that ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ ¸ƻǳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ aŜΦέ [If we 

keep our eyes on Jesus, others’ obedience is irrelevant] 

23 Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not 

ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŘƛŜΣ ōǳǘΣ άLŦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƛƭƭ L ŎƻƳŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ is that ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚέ 

24 This is the disciple [referring to John 21:20—this is how we know John was ‘the disciple Jesus loved’+ 

who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true. 

25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I 

suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen. 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. The resurrection happened 

2. The disciples believed 

3. God’s love wins 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Spread the word about the resurrection—every generation has to be told 

2. Continue to believe—salvation is not a one-time event—it is a continual state of being saved and 

becoming more and more like Jesus Christ 

3. Celebrate that our God’s love wins over sin, death, and unbelief! 
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The Final Days of Jesus: The Ascension 

Preview: So Long . . . (for now) 
After his resurrection, Jesus communicated two important realities about his kingdom to his disciples. 

The first was about empowerment. The disciples would not be able to fulfill their mission (Matthew 

28:18-20) on their own. They needed his presence and power. That is why he promised the Holy Spirit. 

The second was about witnessing. The reason for the power was to communicate a message (Acts 1:8). 

Key thought: Jesus’ presence and power are still with us 

R. C. Sproul: The book of Acts is the bridge ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Iƛǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΦ Understand that Christ had done everything He could to prepare the 

Apostles for this predicted event and is now going to impart His final instructions to them. 

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 1:1-11 (Author = Luke) 

Prologue 

1 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 until the 

day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the 

apostles whom He had chosen, 

Theophilus? Both of Luke’s books are addressed to this person. R. C. Sproul: Theophilus literally means, 

άƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ DƻŘΣέ ƻǊ άƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΦέ Luke begins this book by reminding Theophilus of 

his previous book about Jesus’ life and earthly ministry. Luke continues his thought by placing a 

timestamp on when this is occurring, careful to mention the expectations that had been set. These 

include events that occurred throughout the gospels until Christ’s ascension. 

3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by 

them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

Jesus is risen. He is risen indeed! Here are a few of the events/proofs that occurred and the references: 

 He presented Himself: John 20:19: Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the 

week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood in the midst, and ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άtŜŀŎŜ be ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 He gave convincing proofs: Luke 24:39: Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. 

Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have. 

 He ate with them: Luke 24:41-43: 41 But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, 

IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅ ŦƻƻŘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and 

some honeycomb. 43 And He took it  and ate in their presence. 
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The Holy Spirit Promised 

4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 

ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ άǿƘƛŎƘΣέ He said, άȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ aŜΤ 5 for John truly 

baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many daȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿΦέ 

The coming promise: When was this going to happen? It was going to happen after they had waited for 

several days in Jerusalem. Understand, there is currently much fear and there is a purge occurring of the 

Jesus freaks by the Jewish leaders. Although they were probably fearful and dealing with a variety of 

emotions, having the risen Savior tell you to wait would be such an encouragement and would probably 

give them the guts to stick it out. He had after-all, conquered death! At the same time, Christ is so 

patient with these Apostles and lays out what they should expect in the coming days and points straight 

to an event they could put their thoughts around and find great peace. Now, let me ask you, what event 

began Jesus’ earthly ministry? It was His water baptism. What event began the Apostles’ ministry? 

Spiritual baptism! What is the beginning of our walk with Christ? Yes, it is our spiritual baptism into the 

family of God. Maybe the disciples were taken back to the early days of Christ’s ministry and the 

excitement that took place at His baptism. At the same time, I could not help but think about Christ and 

His encounter with a man named Nicodemus in John 3:3-6: 3 WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άaƻǎǘ 

assuredly, I say to you, unless one is borƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 4 Nicodemus 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻƭŘΚ /ŀƴ ƘŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

ǿƻƳō ŀƴŘ ōŜ ōƻǊƴΚέ 5 WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ άaƻǎǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

Jesus had shared with this learned man the simple facts of how someone can be saved. These same 

truths still hold true today in the life of a believer. Now, the preparations have been made and God’s 

team is getting ready to change the world for all eternity! Are you in the game? 

6 ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ IƛƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ¸ƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΚέ 

Not the earthly kingdom again! I can only imagine what the Lord must have thought at that moment 

and how He may have felt knowing that they were still confused about His kingdom. I wonder if there 

were still remnants of the argument that took place in Luke 22:24-30: 24 Now there was also a dispute 

among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest. 25 !ƴŘ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¢ƘŜ 

kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΦΩ 26 But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him 

be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. 27 For who is greater, he who sits at the 

table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves. 

28 ά.ǳǘ you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. 29 And I bestow upon you a kingdom, 

just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 30 that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, 

ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻƴŜǎ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ The habit was hard to break. They so much 

wanted to see the physical kingdom put in place right then. 
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7 !ƴŘ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƻǿƴ 

authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ aŜ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ WǳŘŜŀ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳŀǊƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 

Stop acting like grownups. As adults, we often have a worldview that goes totally against what our 

Heavenly Father prefers from us. In these verses, Christ in His infinite wisdom and patience knows that 

the Apostles still do not understand what is going on. He knows they are looking for the prophesied 

establishment of His earthly kingdom and as mentioned in the above verses (and their positions in it). 

Paul E Miller: On more than one occasion, Jesus tells his disciples to become like little children. The 

most famous is when the young mothers try to get near Jesus so he can bless their infants. When the 

disciples block them, Jesus rebukes his disciples sharply. Let the little children come to Me, and do not 

forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it (Mark 10:14b-15). (A Praying Life) As 

children, we look to our parents for guidance and trust them when things go awry and life is totally out 

of control. Children, in most instances, just need someone to hold them and reassure them that 

everything is going to be all right. 

Christ is quick to encourage these same disciples by letting them know that although they are weak, He 

is strong and the one He is sending is strong. So strong that miraculous and unfathomable events are 

going to occur. This handful of scared Apostles is now going to become a force taking a message not just 

to Jerusalem but to the end of the earth as well. 

Jesus Ascends to Heaven 

9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received 

Him out of their sight. 

Our gravity-defying Savior! This is the same God/Man that came to this planet in the lowliest manner, a 

Child born in a manger. Growing up as the Son of a carpenter, eventually paying the ultimate price as 

the sacrificial Lamb on the cross. Is it just me or is this not a fitting exit for our Savior? In the same book 

mentioned above, Paul E. Miller shares an experience of witnessing the Space Shuttle launch he had 

growing up in Florida. Since I grew up there as well, I shared this same experience and will borrow from 

this same illustration. I will never forget being at the Kennedy Space Center on April 4, 1983, and 

witnessing the first launch of the Challenger Space Shuttle. It was one of the most fantastic things I 

have ever witnessed. Understand, I had seen multiple launches from a distance. I was less than 1 mile 

from the launch pad for this event. I will never forget the sky getting bright as the engines ignited and 

then seeing the smoke coming out the sound was phenomenal and the ground began shaking. I was 

simply awesome. The vehicle began to rise and our eyes followed its progress. When I say we 

followed its progress, I mean we watched it until it was such a small dot I began questioning if it was 

still there. I can only imagine how these Apostles watched in wonder as their leader, and friend began 

His ascent. He had left them once in death and now to witness His departure in life must have been 

almost more than they could take.  
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10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them 

in white apparel, 11 ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ άaŜƴ ƻŦ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΣ ǿƘȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƎŀȊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go 

ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 

Men in white. They continued to stare at the heavens. Maybe they were like me at the Challenger 

launch, trying to determine if that Little Dot was still there or had it finally disappeared. Why do you 

think these men appeared? Who were they? Personally, I don’t know the full answers to these questions 

but I tend to agree with most theologians that they were Angelic beings. Maybe they came to calm and 

help refocus the Apostles back to what Christ had told them earlier. Since the day this event occurred, 

Christians have been watching the sky, looking for our Lord’s expectant return. I recall very early in my 

marriage, taking trips to Grandma Williams’ home. This is Mila’s grandmother and she lived in the small 

town of Van Wert, Ohio. She was such an encouragement to us and would occasionally send us 

handwritten cards. She never failed to write her life verse beneath her signature. That verse happens to 

be Titus 2:13: Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  

Challenge: Pray patiently. Wait prayerfully. Then go. 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. Truth (Pastor Gary: The Apostles would not die for a cause but they would die for the truth) 

2. You “shall” be witnesses 

3. Christ’s imminent return 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Is Christ personal to me? How? 

2. Am I fulfilling Christ’s final earthly command? 

3. Do I have faith like a child? 


