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The Essential 100 

A Bible overview plan for 2011-2012 
The Essential 100 (E100) is a systematic approach that guides readers through the big picture of the 

Bible. It is a carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old Testament and 50 from the 

New Testament. Each testament is broken up into ten, five-week series. We will move from Old to New 

Testaments every five weeks. My goal is to teach three of the five lessons in every series. 

The E100 in Sunday school: We will REAP (read, explain, apply, and personalize) one passage each week 

and finish a series every five weeks. Each lesson will include a key verse for memorization. At the end of 

two years, we will have covered the essential 100 passages in the Bible. 

Additional information: To learn more about The E100 program and to obtain additional resources, visit 

e100challenge.com. Our Sunday school website is stuartheights.org/sundayschool. 

The Schedule: The Church is Born 
This is our fifth five-week series in the New Testament. So far, we have looked at The Early Years of 

Jesus, The Teachings of Jesus, the Miracles of Jesus, and The Final Days of Jesus. 

Date Lesson Key Verse(s) Passage Speaker 

November 20 The Day of Pentecost Acts 2:1-4 Acts 2 Jim Fleming 

November 27 Growth and Persecution Acts 4:1-4 Acts 3-4 Lori Drake 

December 4 The First Martyr Acts 7:59-60 Acts 6:8-8:8 Jim Fleming 

December 11 Sharing the Word Acts 8:34-35 Acts 8:26-40 Terry Bolden 

December 18 Good News for All Acts 10:34-35 Acts 10:1-11:18 Jim Fleming 

 
The Church is Born: The Day of Pentecost 

Review: Pentecost 
Pentecost is rooted in the Old Testament and means the 50th day. David Guzik: The Day of Pentecost 

was a Jewish feast held fifty days after Passover. It was a time to celebrate the firstfruits of the 

harvest. Jews call it the Festival of Weeks or Shavuot. It occurs in late May or early June. 

Preview: A Messy Start 
When we think of church, we typically think of a structured worship service with an order of worship. 

However, the first, ‘church service,’ involved flaming tongues, miracles, a long sermon by a first-time 

preacher, no songs, a confused audience, and 3,000 conversions. I love the way God starts things. 

http://e100challenge.com/
http://stuartheights.org/sundayschool
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Key thought: We are partners with God in the advancement of the Gospel 

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 2 (Author = Luke) 

Coming of the Holy Spirit 

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all [Acts 1:15 says that this group comprised 

about 120 people: the disciples, Jesus’ mother Mary, Jesus’ brothers, the women that followed and 

supported Jesus in His ministry, and others] with one accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a 

sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire [this reminds me of John the 

Baptist’s prophecy in Matthew 3:11], and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues [languages], as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

4ÈÅ #ÒÏ×ÄȭÓ 2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ 

5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. 6 And 

when this sound occurred [the rushing wind sound was loud enough for many to hear], the multitude 

came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language [the 

original text gives no room for new languages, unknown languages, or prayer languages]. 7 Then they 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǾŜƭŜŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ά[ƻƻƪΣ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ DŀƭƛƭŜŀƴǎΚ 

[Longenecker: Galileans had difficulty pronouncing gutturals and had the habit of swallowing syllables 

when speaking; so they were looked down upon by the people of Jerusalem as being provincial.] 8 

And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? 9 Parthians and Medes 

and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabsτwe hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of 

DƻŘΦέ 12 {ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǇƭŜȄŜŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴΚέ 

13 hǘƘŜǊǎ ƳƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ǿƛƴŜΦέ *The early church’s first impression: drunkenness] 

0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ 3ÅÒÍÏÎ 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them [Stop and see the power of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ—it can take a hasty and rash man like Simon Peter and turn him into a 

preacher of the Gospel. The great gift on this day was the Holy Spirit—not the gift of languages. The 

Holy Spirit changes things.]Σ άaŜƴ ƻŦ WǳŘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ 

and heed my words. [David Guzik: On the Day of Pentecost, Peter didn't teach as the rabbis in his day 

usually did. They would gather disciples around them, sit down, and instruct them and any others 

who might listen. Instead, Peter proclaimed the truth like a herald.] 15 For these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day [9 am (Spanglish reference)]. 16 But this is what was 

spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 Ψ!ƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǎŀȅǎ DƻŘΣ 

That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; [David Guzik: Before, the Holy Spirit was given in drops, 

now He would be poured forth.] 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
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Your young men shall see visions, 

Your old men shall dream dreams. 

18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants 

I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 

And they shall prophesy. 

19 I will show wonders in heaven above 

And signs in the earth beneath: 

Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 

21 And it shall come to pass 

That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 

{Ƙŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦΩ [Joel 2:28-32—Peter makes Joel’s words about Jesus] 

[Peter now shifts gears and gets to the main point of this sermon: Jesus Christ] 22 άaŜƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ƘŜŀǊ 

these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which 

God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also knowτ 23 Him, being delivered by the 

determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and 

put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible 

that He should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning Him: 

ΨL ŦƻǊŜǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊe my face, 

For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 

26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; 

Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. 

27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, 

Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 

28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦΩ [Psalm 16:8-11—Peter makes David’s words about Jesus] 

29 άaŜƴ and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead [Gospel 

part 1: death] and buried [Gospel part 2: burial], and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, 

being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, 

according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke 

concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see 

corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up [Gospel part 3: resurrection], of which we are all witnesses 

[post-Gospel need 1: witnesses]. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having 

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and 

hear [post-Gospel need 2: evidence]. 

34 άCƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǎŎŜƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΥ 
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Ψ¢ƘŜ [hw5 ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ [ƻǊŘΣ 

ά{ƛǘ ŀǘ aȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘΣ 

35 ¢ƛƭƭ L ƳŀƪŜ ¸ƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ¸ƻǳǊ ŦƻƻǘǎǘƻƻƭΦέΩ [Psalm 110:1—Peter again makes David’s words about 

Jesus] 

36 ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƭŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ 

crǳŎƛŦƛŜŘΣ ōƻǘƘ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart [they realized they were guilty], and said to 

Peter and the rest of the ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ άaŜƴ and ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŘƻΚέ [David Guzik: It is 

fascinating to see what an incredible work of the Holy Spirit happened here. Peter offered absolutely 

no invitation, merely a declaration of truth, but the listeners themselves gave the invitation! The 

miracle of languages merely opened the door for the preaching of the Gospel—the focus is not on the 

miracle of the languages, it is on the miracle of the Holy Spirit and the power of the Gospel.] 

38 ¢ƘŜƴ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άwŜǇŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ Ŝvery one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you 

and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call [that is us]Φέ 

A Vital Church Grows 

40 !ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά.Ŝ ǎŀǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǾŜǊǎŜ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ [Observations about this first sermon: (1) Multiple Scripture texts were used, (2) Great 

boldness was shown, (3) It was interactive, and (4) It was long] 41 Then those who gladly received his 

word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them [Remember back 

to the story of the giving of the Law when Moses came down the mountain: 3,000 died that day due to 

the rebellion associated with the Golden Calf—this is the same God, but He is using a different method 

of engagement (shekhinah glory vs Holy Spirit) and is drawing men to Him]. 42 And they continued 

ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ŘƻŎǘǊƛne [teaching] and fellowship [living], in the breaking of bread 

[remembering], and in prayers [praying]. 43 Then fear came upon every soul [fearing], and many 

wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had 

all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone 

had need [sharing/giving]. 

46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple [worshiping], and breaking bread from house to 

house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with 

all the people. And the Lord added to the church [growing] daily [the Gospel is for every day of the 

week] those who were being saved. 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. Jesus provides the salvation 

2. The Spirit provides the power 

3. The church provides the witnesses and the 

evidence 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Tell people about Jesus’ provision 

2. Be filled with the Holy Spirit 

3. Be a witness and the evidence of the Gospel 
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The Church is Born: Growth and Persecution 

Preview: The Name 
We all have names. Our names serve as identification. In the Jewish faith, names reveal insight into a 

person’s nature, attributes, or ancestry. Names are often chosen based on their meanings: Isaac 

(laughter), Esau (hairy), and Jacob (supplanter). 

There are times when we claim that our names have worth. If I tell someone to go to a store that I 

frequently shop at, and say, “Tell them that Lori sent you,” my assumption is that mentioning my name 

will reap some reward: a discount or a free item. Typically it just means that the checkout person will 

say, “Oh yeah, I know her,” and go on her merry way, but my delusion remains—that my name is worth 

something. I believe that merely saying my name can accomplish something good. 

There is a name that truly does have worth. A name that is, “above every name.” It carries with it 

ultimate authority. It is authority. It can be said that Scripture is true or that it is truth. It can be said that 

God is loving, or that He is love. Jesus’ name does not merely have authority—it is authority. 

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 3-4 (Author = Luke) 

Acts 3 

A Lame Man Healed 

1 Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour [3 pm—9 

hours from sunrise]. 2 !ƴŘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ Ƴŀƴ ƭŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻƳō ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘΣ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀƛŘ 

daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful [made of, “fine Corinthian brass,” other 

temples were typically silver and gold], to ask alms [donation to the poor] from those who entered the 

temple; 3 who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms [in the mperfect 

tense, meaning this was repeatedly asked; what he truly needed, money could not buy: salvation and 

healing]. 4 And fixing his eyes ƻƴ ƘƛƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƘƴΣ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǳǎΦέ 5 So he gave them his 

attention, expecting to receive something from them [What was he expecting to receive? Money]. 6 

¢ƘŜƴ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ƛƭǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƭŘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ L ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳΥ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ of Jesus 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΣ ǊƛǎŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪΦέ 7 And he [Peter] took him by the right hand and lifted him up 

[demonstrates how confident Peter was that healing would take place], and immediately his feet and 

ankle bones received strength. 8 So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with 

themτwalking, leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God. 10 

Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they 

were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 
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The (Lame) Man in the Mirror 

Lame Man Your Name Here 

Lame from the womb 
Born into a sinful nature (Romans 3:23) 

(when we are born, we know nothing but sin) 

Outside the temple Separated from God (Romans 6:23) 

Gift of healing* (he knew he needed this) Gift of salvation (Romans 6:23b) 

Healed by grace (he did not know he needed this) Saved by grace (Ephesians 2:8) 

Public profession* Public profession* 

*healing: the man asked for money, not healing. How often do we think we know what we need, and 

get frustrated with God that we do not receive it? 

*Lame = leaping, walking, jumping, going into the temple; Me = baptism/Communion/church 

involvement 

Preaching in SolomoÎȭÓ 0ÏÒÔÉÃÏ 

11 Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to 

ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎΣ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀƳŀȊŜŘΦ 12 So when Peter saw it,  he responded 

to the people [spiritual light bulb went off!]Υ άMen of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so 

intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob [His audience was Jewish], the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant 

Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let 

Him go. 14 But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer [What murderer? 

Barabbas] to be granted to you, 15 and killed the Prince of life [play on words?], whom God raised 

from the dead, of which we are witnesses. *Peter’s message is convicting. They needed to realize what 

they had done, in order to realize what they needed. You do not seek treatment until you know you are 

sick. The knowledge of sin comes before the blessing of redemption.] 16 And His name, through faith in 

His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through 

Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all [I got nothing]. 

17 ά¸Ŝǘ ƴƻǿΣ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ it  in ignorance [agnoia = lack of knowledge, especially of 

divine things; moral blindness], as did also your rulers [Luke 23:34b: Father, forgive them; for they 

know not what they do. A sin done in ignorance is still a sin]. 18 But those things which God foretold by 

the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. [Warren Wiersbe: The 

prophets had foretold the sufferings and death of the Messiah, and the nation fulfilled these 

prophecies without realizing what they were doing. When God cannot rule, He overrules and always 

accomplishes His divine purposes and decrees.] 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins 

may be blotted out [individual repentance], so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 

the Lord [national repentance yielding the return of Christ], 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who 
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was preached to you before, 21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things 

[millennial kingdom], which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world 

began. 22 For Moses truly said to the fathers, Ψ¢ƘŜ [hw5 ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀ tǊƻǇƘŜǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. 23 And it shall be 

that  ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƻǳƭ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ tǊƻǇƘŜǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǳǘǘŜǊƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩ 

[Deuteronomy 18: Moses was thought of by Jews to be the greatest prophet. A prophet, “like Moses,” 

would be the Messiah. Not only did they not hear Him, they crucified Him!] 24 Yes, and all the prophets, 

from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, have also foretold these days. 25 You 

are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying to Abraham, 

Ψ!ƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΦΩ [You, of all people, should not have 

missed this!] 26 To you first [the Jews], God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, 

in turning away every one of you ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘƛŜǎΦέ [Peter brings it back to a personal message of 

repentance for each individual: trusting in Jesus and turning away from iniquity] 

We have focused on the lame man and the audience, but now let us look at Peter and John. As they are 

going to the temple, they notice, speak to, and eventually heal an undeserving man. They perform this 

miracle in the name of Jesus, taking no credit for themselves. They continue into the temple with the 

healed man in tow. Next, Peter throws down a sermon, which yields a couple thousand converts. Peter 

and John have demonstrated willingness, boldness, obedience, and humility. Peter and John followed 

the Lord in full obedience. So what would you expect to happen next? What do we as believers expect 

to happen when we Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέ? Good results? Praise? Blessing? On some level, 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ, άŀǘǘŀ ōƻȅ,έ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ when we do something for the sake of the 

gospel, or for the sake of His Name? Yes, but a major shift in the narrative occurs here: persecution 

instead of blessing. 

Acts 4 

Peter and John Arrested 

1 Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple [magistrate], and the 

Sadducees [a group that did not believe in the resurrection of the dead] came upon them, 2 being 

greatly disturbed [grieved, annoyed, troubled, displeased, worked up] that they taught the people and 

preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in 

custody until the next day, for it was already evening. [It was against Jewish law to have trials at night. 

Brian Smith: Do either of those contexts determine the character of God? Because God is just as good, 

and just as gracious, and just as merciful and just as holy and just as all the things we proclaim Him to 

ōŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ Iƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ IŜΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘings when trial comes. . . . He is still who 

He is. Our circumstance does not dictate the character and the nature of God.] 4 However, many of 

those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand [the 

church continues to grow: 3,000 at Pentecost; 2,000 after healing of the lame man]. 

Addressing the Sanhedrin 

5 And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes [the Sanhedrin: 71 

members, the “Supreme Court”+, 6 as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, 
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and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem [Peter and 

John were standing trial before the Sanhedrin—the very council who had previously condemned Jesus 

to death. Peter and John knew the potential consequences.]. 7 And when they had set them in the 

midst, they asked [imperfect tense]Σ ά.ȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻǊ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎΚέ 

8 ¢ƘŜƴ tŜǘŜǊΣ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άwǳƭŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴd elders of Israel: 9 If we 

this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, 

10 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before 

you whole. 11 This is the ΨǎǘƻƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ 

ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΦΩ [Psalm 118:22] 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved [the same word used for “made well” in Acts 4:9 

is used for “must be saved” in Acts 4:12: sozo: The name of Jesus can easily provide both physical and 

spiritual healing]Φέ 

The Name of Jesus Forbidden 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and 

untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the 

man who had been healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it [Denying the miracle 

meant denying the healed man; Affirming the miracle meant affirming the message]. 15 But when they 

had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves [How did Luke 

know about the Sanhedrin’s private conversations? Peter and John were preaching to Saul/Paul.+, 16 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴΚ CƻǊΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.  17 But so that it spreads no 

further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in 

this name *Hindsight show us that the “threats” merely spurred the apostles on+Φέ 

18 So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19 

.ǳǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ 

more than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΦέ 

21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them, 

because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had been done [they could try and silence 

Peter and John, but they could not silence the crowd]. 22 For the man was over forty years old on 

whom this miracle of healing had been performed. 

Prayer for Boldness 

23 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and 

elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice [singular] to God with one 

accord [Music/Sing Off: Multiple voices combining in matching pitch and tone. The harmony of the 

church results from (relies on, is made perfect by, depends on, thrives on, has to have) . . . the influence 

of (direction of, presence of, indwelling of) . . . the Holy Spirit. When we do not have the Holy Spirit, it 

sounds like chaos, but He makes our chaos harmonious.] ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ¸ƻǳ are God, who made 
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heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David 

have said: 

Ψ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŀƎŜΣ 

And the people plot vain things? 

26 The kings of the earth took their stand, 

And the rulers were gathered together 

Against the Lhw5 ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Iƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦΩ [Psalm 2] 

27 άCƻǊ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ¸ƻǳǊ Ƙƻƭȅ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿƘƻƳ ¸ƻǳ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘΣ ōƻǘƘ IŜǊƻŘ ŀƴŘ tƻƴǘƛǳǎ tƛƭŀǘŜΣ 

with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and 

Your purpose determined before to be done. [Guzik: Because they saw their circumstances in light of 

DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ never operated outside of the sphere of 

DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ. Scripture’s prophecy brought the comfort of God’s sovereignty. This was a comfort to the 

early church.]29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness 

they may speak Your word *In other words, “Bring it on!”+, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǊ Ƙƻƭȅ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ [Signs and 

wonders can get attention, but the Word of God saves. Peter still had to preach the Gospel even though 

the lame man was healed.] 

31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

Sharing in All Things 

32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say 

that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common [People > 

Possessions]. 33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 

And great grace was upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who 

were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 

35 and laid them ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ŦŜŜǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ƴŜŜŘΦ [This scenario 

of radical giving is unique to the early church, where many new converts were out of towners and now 

homeless. The sharing and giving did eventually get out of hand, resulting in poverty later on in the 

church. Paul’s epistles laid out giving parameters to protect the people and the church.+ 

36 And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of 

Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it,  and brought the money and 

laid it  ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ŦŜŜǘΦ *A spirit of giving and generosity should be evident of God’s people to a 

watching world] 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. God wants to use my testimony 

2. God wants to use my voice 

3. God wants to use my church 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Know it 

2. Speak it 

3. Live it 



SHBC Sunday school The Church is Born: The First Martyr December 4, 2011 

Jim Fleming stuartheights.org/sundayschool 

The Church is Born: The First Martyr 

Review 
So far in our study of Acts, Peter preached a sermon and 3,000 people were saved, persecution arises, 

Peter preaches another sermon and 2,000 more people are saved, and more persecution arises. 

A small segment of Scripture that we did not cover is in Acts 6 where the apostles set aside men to help 

them serve all of the new believers (Christianity went from 120 people to 5,120 people in a matter of a 

few weeks and tactically, the apostles needed help). 

One of the men they chose to help was a man named Stephen. Today’s text most likely occurs just a few 

months after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Preview: More Sermons? 
For some reason, God loves to work through sermons. In the early church, this vehicle was used 

powerfully by the Holy Spirit to convict men and women of sin and build the kingdom. In today’s text, 

we see a different reaction to a sermon, though, in that the one delivering the sermon is killed for his 

faith—Stephen becomes the church’s first martyr. 

Key thought: God’s Word + Holy Spirit = great power 

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 6:8-8:8 (Author = Luke) 

Acts 6 

Stephen Accused of Blasphemy 

8 And Stephen, full of faith and power [do not miss the importance of this phrase as it is the 

underpinning for the entire text today], did great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then there 

arose some from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen [Roman Jews who hung around after 

being freed] (Cyrenians, Alexandrians [Egyptians], and those from Cilicia [where Saul/Paul was from] 

and Asia [modern-day Turkey]), disputing with Stephen. 10 And they were not able to resist the 

wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke [the Spirit was the reason for the irresistibility, not Stephen’s 

brilliance—the same is true today]. 11 Then they secretly induced men to say [like last week, Luke may 

have known this because of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit or because Saul/Paul may have been one of 

those men; additionally, notice how many parallels there are between Jesus’ life and Stephen’s life], 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƘƛƳ ǎǇŜŀƪ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳƻǳǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ aƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΦέ 12 And they stirred up the 

people, the elders, and the scribes; and they came upon him, seized him, and brought him to the 

council. 13 They also sŜǘ ǳǇ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳƻǳǎ 

words against this holy place and the law; 14 for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth 

ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ aƻǎŜǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦέ 15 And all who sat in 

the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw his face as the face of an angel [the Greek word for angel 

means messenger, which is exactly what Stephen was—a messenger]. 
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Acts 7 

3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓ !ÄÄÒÅÓÓȡ 4ÈÅ #ÁÌÌ ÏÆ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ 

1 Then the high prieǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎƻΚέ [This appears to be a yes/no question, but Stephen 

responds with 1,236 words. Stephen was ready to talk about Jesus. When listening to this sermon, do 

not focus on the actions of the leaders, focus on the following three things: (1) God’s faithfulness, (2) 

Israel’s rejections, and (3) the overall actions of the nation of Israel, because that is where Stephen is 

going with the history lesson.] 

2 !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΥ ¢ƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀǇpeared to our father Abraham when 

he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3 and said to him, ΨDŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳΦΩ 4 Then he came out of the land of the 

Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land 

in which you now dwell. 5 And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on. 

But even when Abraham had no child, He promised to give it to him for a possession, and to his 

descendants after him. 6 But God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign 

land, and that they would bring them into bondage and oppress them four hundred years. 7 Ψ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

nation to whom they will be in bondage I will ƧǳŘƎŜΣΩ said God, ΨŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŜǊǾŜ aŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦΩ 8 Then He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham begot Isaac 

and circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot the twelve patriarchs. 

The Patriarchs in Egypt 

9 ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘǎΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛƻǳǎΣ ǎƻƭŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘΦ .ǳǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ 10 and 

delivered him out of all his troubles, and gave him favor and wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king 

of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house. 11 Now a famine and great trouble 

came over all the land of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers found no sustenance. 12 But when Jacob 

heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. 13 And the second time Joseph was 

ƳŀŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΦ 14 Then Joseph sent 

and called his father Jacob and all his relatives to him, seventy-five people. 15 So Jacob went down to 

Egypt; and he died, he and our fathers. 16 And they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the 

tomb that Abraham bought for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. 

God Delivers Israel by Moses 

17 ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ŘǊŜǿ ƴŜŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ǎǿƻǊƴ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ǘƘe people grew 

and multiplied in Egypt 18 till another king arose who did not know Joseph. 19 This man dealt 

treacherously with our people, and oppressed our forefathers, making them expose their babies, so 

that they might not live. 20 At this time Moses was born, and was well pleasing to God; and he was 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 21 .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘΣ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 

took him away and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of 

the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds. 

23 άbƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ 

24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was oppressed, and 



SHBC Sunday school The Church is Born: The First Martyr December 4, 2011 

Jim Fleming stuartheights.org/sundayschool 

struck down the Egyptian. 25 For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God 

would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And the next day he appeared to two 

of them as they were fighting, and tried to ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ΨaŜƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōǊethren; why do 

ȅƻǳ ǿǊƻƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΚΩ 27 But he who did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, saying, Ψ²Ƙƻ ƳŀŘŜ 

you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΚΩ 29 

Then, at this saying, Moses fled and became a dweller in the land of Midian, where he had two sons. 

30 ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƻǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΣ ŀƴ !ƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƭŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ 

bush, in the wilderness of Mount Sinai. 31 When Moses saw it,  he marveled at the sight; and as he 

drew near to observe, the voice of the Lord came to him, 32 saying, ΨL am the God of your fathersτthe 

DƻŘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ LǎŀŀŎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ WŀŎƻōΦΩ And Moses trembled and dared not look. 33 

Ψ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀƴŘŀƭǎ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘΣ for the place where you stand is holy 

ground. 34 I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 

groaning and have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘΦέΩ 

35 ά¢Ƙƛǎ aƻǎŜǎ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǎaying, Ψ²Ƙƻ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǊǳƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜΚΩ is the one God sent 

to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 He brought 

them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the 

wilderness forty years. 

So far, Stephen is just recounting the facts and has really provided no commentary. That now changes. 

Israel Rebels Against God 

37 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǎŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ [hw5 ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ you a 

Prophet like me from your brethren. Him ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŜŀǊΦΩ [Stephen is talking about Jesus] 

38 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎŜƭ ǿƘƻ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ 

Mount Sinai, and with  our fathers, the one who received the living oracles to give to us, 39 whom our 

fathers would not obey, but rejected. And in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 40 saying to 

Aaron, ΨaŀƪŜ ǳǎ ƎƻŘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎΤ as for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we 

Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦΩ 41 And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the 

idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands [much like the modern-day Jews of that day were 

rejoicing in the temple and not the God of the temple]. 42 Then God turned and gave them up to 

worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the Prophets: 

Ψ5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƻŦŦŜǊ aŜ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎ during forty years in the wilderness, 

O house of Israel? 

43 You also took up the tabernacle of Moloch, 

And the star of your god Remphan, 

Images which you made to worship; 

And L ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǿŀȅ ōŜȅƻƴŘ .ŀōȅƭƻƴΦΩ 
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'ÏÄȭÓ 4ÒÕÅ 4ÁÂÅÒÎÁÃÌÅ 

44 άhǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ IŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΣ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ aƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ 

make it according to the pattern that he had seen, 45 which our fathers, having received it in turn, 

also brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove out before the 

face of our fathers until the days of David, 46 who found favor before God and asked to find a 

dwelling for the God of Jacob. 47 But Solomon built Him a house. 

48 άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ aƻǎǘ IƛƎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘŜƳǇƭŜǎ Ƴade with hands, as the prophet says: 

49 ΨHeaven is My throne, 

And earth is My footstool. 

What house will you build for Me? says the LORD, 

Or what is the place of My rest? 

50 Has My hand not ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΚΩ 

Israel Resists the Holy Spirit 

51 άYou stiff-necked [stubborn, headstrong, obstinate (reminds me of The Shawshank Redemption—

“How can you be so obtuse?”)] and uncircumcised in heart and ears! [Stephen uses the same language 

that God uses to describe Israel in the Old Testament (see Exodus 32:9, Jeremiah 9:26, and 

Deuteronomy 10:16)] You always resist [to fall upon, run against, to be adverse, oppose, and strive 

against] the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you [remember, he is talking to the Jewish elite—the 

Sanhedrin]. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 

foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers 

[How do you think the judge and jury are going to rule if you call them traitors and murderers? Not 

good for you], 53 who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.έ [David 

Guzik: Stephen's message is essentially twofold. First, God is no respecter of places. That is, though 

the temple was a wonderful gift from God, it was wrƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

Second, Israel is guilty of what they have always been guilty of: Rejecting GodΩs messengers.] 

Stephen the Martyr 

54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart [this was an effective sermon, but only the 

Holy Spirit can cause man’s words to cut someone to the heart], and they gnashed [bit him repeatedly] 

at him with their teeth [Where else in the Bible is gnashing of teeth mentioned?]. 55 But he, being full 

of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God, 56 ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ƻƻƪΗ L ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ [Why was Jesus 

standing and not sitting?] ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΗέ 

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one accord [Notice 

the different use of, “one accord,” here than in the five prior times it has been used in Acts—the 

enemies of Christ rail against His servants with one accord, but we are to be in one accord with each 

other and God]; 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 

their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul [who later, after being converted, would be called 

Paul]. 59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά[ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ Ƴȅ 
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ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 60 ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƪƴŜƭǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǎƛƴΦέ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇΦ [David Guzik: If Stephen fell asleep, the church had to 

wake up. William Sanford LaSor: If there had been any rose-colored optimism about quickly winning 

the Jewish people to their Messiah, that was gone. The Church could not expect triumph without a 

bloody battle.] 

Acts 8 

Saul Persecutes the Church 

1 Now Saul [Acts 7 ends and you might not be sure which side Saul is on. Acts 8 quickly clarifies that] 

was consenting [pleased with the outcome] to his death. [In Acts 26 when testifying before Agrippa, 

Paul says that he voted for the deaths of believers (Stephen may have been one of them)] 

At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 

scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men 

carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 

3 As for Saul, he made havoc [to affix a stigma to, to dishonor, spot, defile, to treat shamefully or with 

injury, to ravage, devastate, ruin] of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and 

women, committing them to prison. 

Christ Is Preached in Samaria 

4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching [technically this word does not 

mean preaching, it means evangelizing or spreading] the word [Tying this concept of spreading the 

Gospel back to Stephen’s sermon, listen to this quote by David Guzik: The whole idea behind a 

ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ άȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

nations, mainly thought in terms of the world coming to them for salvation. Through the church, God 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƘŜŀǊǘΥ άL ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎΦ]. 5 Then Philip went down 

to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 6 And the multitudes with one accord [here it is 

again] heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean 

spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were 

paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city. 

Here is the progression through this text: signs/wonders → persecution → preaching → conviction → 

martyrdom → persecution → preaching → miracles → healing → joy 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. God likes to use sermons 

2. Persecution will come 

3. It all ends in joy 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Be ready to hear sermons (what if we 

prepared to hear as much as the preacher 

prepared to deliver?) 

2. Be ready to receive persecution 

3. Be ready to experience joy

 



SHBC Sunday school The Church is Born: Sharing the Word December 11, 2011 

Terry Bolden stuartheights.org/sundayschool 

The Church is Born: Sharing the Word 

Preview: Unsung Hero 
In Acts 8:26-40, we have the story of Philip and the conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch. Philip was a 

soul-winner. He had a focus on God and God’s calling on his life. This Philip is not the Apostle, but the 

deacon. He was called to be a deacon in this new concept called the church: called to serve tables. 

Serving tables is not a very noble calling, is it? God takes those who are faithful in the small things and 

often uses them to do great things in the eyes of men. It does not matter what you are doing, if you are 

doing it for the Lord, be faithful! Hudson Taylor: Small things are small things, but faithfulness with a 

small thing is a big thing. We just recently learned that Joshua was called to lead the children of Israel 

after forty years of serving as Moses’ aide. One of his jobs during this time was to hold up physically the 

arms of Moses during a battle, because Moses was tired. Does that sound very glamorous? Maybe God 

will or will not call you to do something big. Regardless of what God is going to do, let me encourage you 

to be faithful (Hebrews 11:6: But without faith it is impossible to please Him). Being faithful is “big” in 

the eyes of God. 

We have something from Matthew 28 and Mark 16 that we call the Great Commission. It is a command 

to go and preach the Gospel. The Great Commission is a call for all of us, not just those in the ministry. In 

this sense, we are all evangelists. By Acts 8, our friend Phil is an evangelist and through his 

teaching/preaching and many throughout Samaria are being saved, baptized, called, and churches are 

beginning throughout her villages. That means more spiritual leaders, more deacons, and more servants 

are being called and used. Phil’s ministry is what we would call successful and thriving. Which of us does 

not want the Acts 8:5-25 experience? We all want God to use us in a big way. In a very short time, Phil 

does not just have three campuses, but dozens. God is growing His church exponentially through the 

obedience of Phil. This is exciting stuff! 

Key thought: Phillip effectively shows us how to share our faith 

Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 8:26-40 (Author = Luke) 

Christ Is Preached to an Ethiopian 

Then comes Acts 8:26. With all the excitement, activity, growth, salvations, and baptisms . . . 26 Now an 

ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ tƘƛƭƛǇΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά!ǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƻŜǎ 

Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǘƻ DŀȊŀΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŜǊǘΦ [The Holy Spirit, through Luke’s writing, does not want 

you to miss this. God calls Phil from the thriving, vibrant, growing ministry in a big metropolitan area to 

the backside of the desert. There is literally nothing on this road. I have been here. This area is pure 

desert. No towns. No people. Very little traffic. Not even any trees or vegetation. The Holy Spirit wants 

Phil to do what? Why? God does not always work the way we expect Him to. Phil is so successful. In our 

eyes yes, but Philip was successful in part because he was obedient and faithful. Without the humble 

attitude of obedience and faith, would, “Philip the deacon,” have been, “Philip the evangelist?” Would, 

“Philip the church member,” even have been, “Philip the deacon?” This is a testimony of how important 

it is to be obedient and faithful at cleaning tables, picking up trash, choir attendance, nursery duty, 
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parking lot security, Awanas, etc. I often wonder how many, “Philip the evangelists,” do we have in our 

midst? Potentially, this is every one of us! In Acts 8:27, we understand why Philip had many of the 

“successes” that he did.] 27 So he arose and went. [It was just that simple to our friend Phil. No 

arguments. No complaints. No, “but God.” Did God’s plan make sense? Put yourselves in Phil’s sandals. 

From a limited, human perspective, this makes no sense. Wouldn’t Phil be able to reach more people, 

disciple more people, and grow God’s church faster, by staying in Samaria? But God said, “Go,” and 

Philip went. And you know what happened? Then, the backside of the desert, turned into a harvest 

field.] And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the 

Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was 

returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. [This was just one man in the 

middle of nowhere. But God! Don’t you love those words? In his country, he might have been someone 

important, but outside his country this man would have been a nobody. Perhaps unimportant to most, 

but God has a heart for people (2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some 

count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 

come to repentance). Philip had the same heart. That is why he was there. That should be a challenge to 

each of us. Do we have the heart of God? The heart of a soul-winner? Because God love people enough 

to send His Son to die for them and us. Now in our story, we don’t know what happened in this man’s 

life that brought him to this point, but he was ready for harvest. There may have been a lot of seed 

planters before now—maybe friends, family, or total strangers that had the faithfulness and obedience 

to tell him what he needed to hear. The Bible tells us that some plant, some harvest, some water, and 

Philip was ready to be whatever tool God needed, whenever God wanted to use him. The fact of the 

matter is planting and harvesting can sometimes get dirty. That is what deters a lot of people from 

going. But our friend Phil was ready and willing to do what it takes. He understood its importance. Do 

we? Personally, I need to see souls saved. I don’t have to personally win them, but I want to. The 

greatest emotional moment for me in church is during baptisms. Why is that? Because, I know someone 

just made a commitment about their future about eternity. I know heaven rejoices and so we ought to 

rejoice.] 29 ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ tƘƛƭƛǇΣ άDƻ ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǊƛƻǘΦέ 

30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet IsŀƛŀƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΚέ 

31 !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ LΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ƳŜΚέ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

him. [This is not one of the dirty times I mentioned earlier. Phil had a wide open door here. There will 

always be some open and some closed doors. We do not know which ones those will be, so it becomes 

part of the faithful’s job to try each and every door. Tell everyone! I am sure that Phil’s successful 

ministry in Samaria had many literal and figurative doors that were shut in his face. Earlier passages in 

this chapter even show us one such occurrence of strong opposition. However, here the door is open for 

Phil and he walks right in—no dragging of feet, no making sure this is the will of God, just obedience. 

When our hearts are in the right place and we are walking close with God, we can expect God to open 

doors. We ought to expect open doors. Sometimes being obedient and serving God is just that easy!] 32 

The place in the Scripture which he read was this: 
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άIŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΤ 

And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

So He opened not His mouth. 

33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, 

And who will declare His generation? 

For His life is ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 

 

34 So ǘƘŜ ŜǳƴǳŎƘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ tƘƛƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƻŦ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ 

ƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴΚέ 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached 

Jesus to him. [Wow! Was that a softball thrown to Philip or what? Most believers, even new believers, 

could probably read this passage and say, “Well, of course, this is about Jesus.” It is like finding someone 

leaning over the edge of a swimming pool on a 90 degree day, sweating, saying, “I am so hot. What 

should I do?” It would not take much to give them a push and say, “Enjoy!” God had led this Ethiopian to 

the point of yearning, seeking, spending much money (his trip and personal scroll of Isaiah would have 

cost plenty) to find the truth. He was seeking the Messiah and had his, “Bible,” open to a prophecy 

about Jesus and here comes Phil. Was this an accident or divine providence? God is looking for faithful 

servants to be ready and willing to say, “It is Jesus!”] 

Our problem is we all have to get past our fears and lean on faith in what God has done and what He is 

doing right now. If you don’t have the answer, so what? As a fairly new believer and someone excited 

about who God is and what He is doing, I had a friend who was so interested about my excitement and 

would ask me lots of questions. I didn’t have a clue about the answers, so my normal answer was, “I will 

find out.” I didn’t have a clue how to look it up for myself. I eventually said why don’t you come and ask 

my pastor. Guess what? She got saved! I didn’t do anything really, but who cares? Someone else was 

given a new home crafted by the Great Architect! 

I have found God always uses you exactly where you are. If you are a newborn Christian, He can use you 

without a four-year degree in soul-winning. He will probably use your excitement and testimony of what 

He has already done in your life. You can share what has happened to you and how God has impacted 

your life. If you are sharing what God has done in your life, how effective of an argument will it be for 

someone else to respond, “No, He has not!” When I started really taking an interest in reaching people, I 

was so nervous that I couldn’t remember any scriptures. What I did was decide to only remember 

Romans 3 (I initially kept forgetting the verse). I would read Romans 3:10, 23: As it is written, There is 

none righteous, no, not one. . . . For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Beside these 

verses I would write the next verse to turn to and so on. I would just turn to and read the verse I wrote, 

all of which was in the book of Romans (this sequence of verses are called the Romans Road, but I did 

not even know that at the time). To my surprise, I found people who knew less about God and the Bible 

than I did. God provided opportunities (when I was willing to be used) for me to share where people 

were genuinely interested. In addition, as I stay obedient and faithful, He continues to give me 

opportunities to share. 

Years later, after much study and an earned degree in Bible, I still could make no headway with my 

grandfather who was instrumental in raising me and whom I love and respected greatly. Then, he went 
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to the hospital with the fear of possible tuberculosis. After years of testimonies, prayers, tracts, prayers, 

strong urging, and prayers, I found myself standing in the hospital at his bedside, pleading with God to 

give me an opening, an opportunity. None came. When it was time for me to go and no apparent open 

door was available, I swallowed my pride and asked, “Has this made you think about what would 

happen if you die?” He replied, “Quite a bit.” I realized I had been waiting for God to move and He had 

been waiting for me to do the same. I had no Bible, but having many verses memorized at this time in 

my life, I took this opportunity to share some as he enthusiastically listened. My thought was this was 

going to continue to be difficult. I told him that we are all sinners and to my surprise he said, “I have 

always known that.” After I picked my jaw up off of the floor, I said that the Bible says there is a penalty 

for sin, but because God loves us so much He sent His son to die (to pay that penalty) for you and me. 

Again he responded with, “I have always believed that.” The thought crossed my mind that he was just 

pacifying me and agreeing—merely going through the motions. Then, I quoted him Romans 10:9, 13 

(look it up) and asked, “Have you ever asked God to forgive you? Have you acknowledged your faith in 

His work? Have you ever asked Him to be a part of your life?” He responded, “I never knew I had to.” All 

of these years he was so close on the precipice of decision, but it wasn’t God’s time. I said, “Would you 

like to pray and ask Him right now?” He said, “Yes. Very much so!” At the age of 84, my grandfather 

accepted Christ as his Savior. Praise His holy name! 

36 bƻǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǳƴǳŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ŜŜΣ here is 

ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƘƛƴŘŜǊǎ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘΚέ 

37 ¢ƘŜƴ tƘƛƭƛǇ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ȅƻǳ ƳŀȅΦέ 

!ƴŘ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 

38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 

water, and he baptized him. [When someone accepts Christ, they are forever changed (2 Corinthians 

5:17b: Old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new). Most often there is a 

perceivable difference, an action or reaction that says, “Yes. They just accepted Christ.” In the case of 

my grandfather, it turned out that he had cancer. He was released from the hospital a couple weeks 

later, but I didn’t get to see him again. The cancer overcame him and God took him home two months 

after he made a profession. What I found out though, is that he had a “What hinders me from being 

baptized?” moment. He was a lifelong alcoholic with a habit of about five to six beers a day, couple 

glasses of wine with dinner, and usually some before and after dinner drinks. I only once saw him drunk, 

but drinking was a part of his life. That is what he and his friends did. What I didn’t know until later is 

that after being released from the hospital, he came home and got rid of every bit of his large supply of 

liquor. He didn’t have to. The doctor never said anything. He just told his family and friends, “It doesn’t 

taste right.” That was his perceivable change moment, which God may very well have meant just for me. 

When people are saved, you should see a difference because God makes a difference!] 39 Now when 

they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him 

no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, 

he preached in all the cities till he came to Caesarea. [What just happened? It is almost like the event 

with the eunuch never happened. Did anyone see it? Did the eunuch make an impact back in Ethiopia? 
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Did his lifestyle change? We do not know any of this. But we know Philip went back to his job of 

preaching in the cities, and most likely the eunuch went back to his job for the queen. Beyond the joy 

and changes we probably will not see this side of heaven, many of us who obediently tell others, will not 

have it alter our lives much. Our friend Phil never got a calling to go to Ethiopia. He went right back 

where he left off, doing exactly what God called him to do. Reading these verses and preparing this 

lesson brought back memories to me of those I have either witnessed to or actually led to the Lord. 

However, I have no clue what has happened to them or where they are now.] 

The act of telling people about Jesus may not have a major impact on the direction of your life, but I 

firmly believe that the act of not telling someone—the lack of faith to do so—as an act of disobedience 

in obeying the Great Commission, can drastically alter your life. 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. God uses you where you are 

2. God uses the knowledge you have 

3. God is looking for obedience and faithfulness 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Are you walking with God? Get closer. Get in His Word. Remember, He is looking for obedience and 

faith. 

2. Do you have a heart for souls? If not, pray for one! Find the heart of God. Develop the heart of God. 

He loves people! 

3. Are you active in telling others? If not, get active! Remember, you don't have to have all the 

answers. God only requires one step at a time. 
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The Church is Born: Good News for All 

Review 
Beginning with Abraham in the Old Testament, the construct is that God is with a particular people and 

in a particular place. The construct is not that God is with all peoples at all time. The temple was built to 

house the glory and the presence of God. Occasionally, missionaries would be sent out (they were called 

prophets) to other nations (Jonah preaching to the Ninevites is an example of this). However, the 

normal construct was God is here and if you want to experience Him, you have to come here too. 

When Jesus came, the concept of God with us was consistent with the Old Testament concept. 

However, when Jesus died, was buried, and rose again, He left us with the Holy Spirit and this was 

different—this was not present in the Old Testament. God being stationary was present in the Old 

Testament. God being in us consistently for the remainder of our lives is a new thing this is good news 

because we have the power and presence of God with us wherever we go. 

Preview: ȰUsȱ Redefined 
The book of Acts is the transition period from the stationary construct of God to the mobile construct of 

God. Acts 10-11 illustrates this shift. 

We see the apostles begin to understand that things are now different and it takes them a while to get 

it. Remember that we are still very early on in the history of the church. Simon Peter (the big-name 

apostle in today’s story) is just now coming to grips with the idea that the gospel is for everyone. 

Now, to Simon Peter’s credit, once he gets it he got that everything changes. Everyone is now a possible 

convert. Jesus came for everyone. We will continue to see this in the writings of the apostles and the 

authors of the New Testament. 

God loves everyone and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit shows this new framework that God is now 

working in: the gospel is for everyone. 

The result of this meeting between Peter and Cornelius was to clarify a fundamental truth about God’s 

Good News: salvation through Jesus Christ is for everyone, not just a select group of insiders. The 

Kingdom of Heaven is open to all who believe in Jesus Christ (Acts 10:43). 

Key thought: The church welcomes all who believe 
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Read & Explain (What does it mean?): Acts 10:1-11:18 (Author = Luke) 

Acts 10 

Cornelius Sends a Delegation 

1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called 

Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the 

Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who 

feared God with all his household, who gave alms 

generously to the people, and prayed to God 

always. 3 About the ninth hour of the day [3:00 

pm of day one] he saw clearly in a vision an angel 

ƻŦ DƻŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά/ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎΗέ 

4 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and 

ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΣ ƭƻǊŘΚέ [notice the lower-case, ‘l,’ 

indicating that this is someone Cornelius is subject 

to, but this is not God] 

{ƻ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¸ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƭƳǎ 

have come up for a memorial before God. 5 Now 

send men to Joppa [30+ miles south], and send for 

Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He is lodging 

with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. 

IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŘƻΦέ 7 And when 

the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a 

devout soldier from among those who waited on him continually. 8 So when he had explained all 

these things to them, he sent them to Joppa. [Cornelius was obedient] 

0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ 6ÉÓÉÏÎ 

9 The next day [day two], as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter went up on the 

housetop to pray, about the sixth hour [noon]. 10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; 

but while they made ready, he fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a great 

sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. 12 In it were all kinds 

of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 13 And a voice 

came to hiƳΣ άwƛǎŜΣ tŜǘŜǊΤ ƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǘΦέ 

14 .ǳǘ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άbƻǘ ǎƻΣ [ƻǊŘΗ CƻǊ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜŀǘŜƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƻǊ ǳƴŎƭŜŀƴΦέ [Peter was an 

obedient Jew who held to the dietary constraints of the Old Testament, but when Jesus came, His 

sacrifice overcame the bonds of the Law and set the Jews free from it. It is generally a bad idea to start a 

sentence with, “No, Lord.”] 
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15 And a voice spoke ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ Ŏŀƭƭ 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦέ 16 This was done three times [which almost implies that Peter said no a second time]. And 

the object was taken up into heaven again. 

Summoned to Caesarea 

17 Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant [How hard 

would this be to understand? Peter, you can eat anything now.], behold, the men who had been sent 

ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ŦƻǊ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ [still day two]. 18 And 

they called and asked whether Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there. 

19 ²ƘƛƭŜ tŜǘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ 

20 Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΤ ŦƻǊ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

21 Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from CorneƭƛǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ŜǎΣ L ŀƳ 

he whom you seek. For what reason have ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜΚέ 

22 !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά/ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation 

among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦέ 23 Then he invited them in and lodged them. 

On the next day [day three] Peter went away with them, and some brethren from Joppa accompanied 

him. [Do not miss this: I love how the New Testament saints just trusted each other and were constantly 

traveling around with each other—they almost never did anything alone] 

Peter Meets Cornelius 

24 And the following day [day four] they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and 

had called together his relatives and close friends [again, notice the gatherings]. 25 As Peter was 

coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά{ǘŀƴŘ ǳǇΤ L ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ Ƴŀƴ [i.e., do not worship me because I am like you]Φέ 27 And as 

he talked with him, he went in and found many who had come together. 28 Then he said to them, 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ WŜǿƛǎƘ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ ƪeep company with or go to one of another nation. 

But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean [phase one: Peter sees value 

in those that are not like him]. 29 Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, 

then, for whaǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ 

30 {ƻ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άCƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ŀƎƻ L ǿŀǎ ŦŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǊΤ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƴǘƘ ƘƻǳǊ L ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 31 ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ/ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ Ƙŀǎ 

been heard, and your alms are remembered in the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and call 

Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When 

he comes, he will sǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦΩ [This is an almost word-for-word retelling of Acts 10:4-6] 33 So I sent 

to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, 

ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ōȅ DƻŘΦέ [What a beautiful attitude to bring with you to hear 

from God—“we are all present . . . to hear all the things”+ 
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0ÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ #ÏÒÎÅÌÉÕÓȭ (ÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ 

34 Then Peter opened his ƳƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ άLƴ ǘǊǳǘƘ L ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƴƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƛǘȅ [there are 

serious ramifications from this statement: phase two: all men are created equal, all men are loved by 

God, and the gospel is for everyone]. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works 

righteousness is accepted by Him. 36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching 

peace through Jesus ChristτHe is Lord of allτ 37 that word you know, which was proclaimed 

throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 38 how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39 And we are witnesses of all 

things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a 

tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to 

witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the 

dead. 42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained 

by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His 

ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ IƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǊŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛƴǎΦέ 

The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles 

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 

45 And those of the circumcision [Jews] who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them 

speak with tongues [languages] and magnify God. 

Then Peter answered, 47 ά/ŀƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŦƻǊōƛŘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

received the Holy Spirit just as we have?έ 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 

the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days. 

Acts 11 

0ÅÔÅÒ $ÅÆÅÎÄÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ 'ÒÁÃÅ 

1 Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the 

word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision [Jews] contended 

with him, 3 ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŎƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎŜŘ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΗέ [i.e., you broke the 

teachings of the modern-day religious leaders—remember that Jesus was accused of the same] 

4 But Peter explained it  to them in order from the beginning, saying: 5 άL ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ WƻǇǇŀ 

praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object descending like a great sheet, let down from heaven 

by four corners; and it came to me. 6 When I observed it intently and considered, I saw four-footed 

animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to 

ƳŜΣ ΨwƛǎŜΣ tŜǘŜǊΤ ƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǘΦΩ 8 .ǳǘ L ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψbƻǘ ǎƻΣ [ƻǊŘΗ CƻǊ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƻǊ ǳƴŎƭŜŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ 

ǘƛƳŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳǘƘΦΩ 9 .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜŘ 

ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦΩ 10 Now this was done three times, and all were drawn up again into 

heaven. 11 At that very moment, three men stood before the house where I was, having been sent to 

me from Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six 
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ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ 13 And he told us how he had seen an 

ŀƴƎŜƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ{ŜƴŘ ƳŜƴ ǘo Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname 

is Peter, 14 ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊŘǎ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦΩ 15 And as I 

began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered the 

word of the [ƻǊŘΣ Ƙƻǿ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨWƻƘƴ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

Holy Spirit [Peter is beginning to connect the teachings of his Rabbi with the work of the Holy Spirit]ΦΩ 17 

If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who was L ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘ DƻŘΚέ 

18 ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘ DƻŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜƴ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ 

ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦέ [YES! YES! YES! We get life, too! Don’t you see? This 

changes everything! Phase three: the apostles got it here—now they understood why Jesus ate with 

sinners and hung out with outcasts—because Jesus came for them too. Jesus came for us!] 

Since the gospel is for everyone, our challenge is to be as inclusive as we can 

Apply (What is the point?) 
1. One man’s obedience helped to change church history 

2. Some passages do not make sense in isolation and require some ‘soak/meditation’ time 

3. There were theological deficiencies in the disciples early on—this series looks at the birth of the 

church and Acts records all of the first steps, dirty diapers, spilled milk, and first words 

4. The gospel is for EVERYONE 

Personalize (What do I do with that?) 
1. Be obedient to the Word of God in your life 

2. Meditate on the more difficult passages and give the Holy Spirit time to work and illuminate 

3. Be open to have your theology tweaked by the Word of God 

4. See everyone as savable and share with everyone because the gospel is for everyone 


