Stuart Heights Sunday School

Romans, week 22

June 18, 2017

Romans
Heirs with Christ (Romans 8:12-17)

Introduction
A gentle review: Did we do this? Spend more time with God and His Word than with
anyone and anything else.

Typical
Bible Study Time
Holy
Spirit

Proposed
Bible Study Time
Tools

Bible
Church

Holy
Spirit

Church

Tools

Bible

Our approach each week will be REAP (read, explain, apply, personalize).
Here’s our outline of the book of Romans (summarized from the ESV’s outline):
ü
ü
ü
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Paul’s Introduction & Righteousness Introduced (1:1-17) (three weeks)
Righteous Wrath (1:18-3:20) (six weeks)
Saving Righteousness (3:21-4:25) (three weeks)
Righteous Freedom (5:1-8:39) (post-Easter to July 4) (11 weeks)
Righteousness à Jews (9:1-11:36) (post July 4 to Labor Day) (eight weeks)
Righteous Living (12:1-15:13) (post Labor Day to October) (nine weeks)
Paul’s Closing (15:14-16:23) (November to early December) (five weeks)
Righteousness Summarized (16:25-27) (December & wrap up) (two weeks)

Today’s text (Romans 8:12-17) is the eighth part of this major section.
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Peace with God through Faith
1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that,
but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us.
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would
dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Death in Adam, Life in Christ
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but
the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one
man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through
the one man Jesus Christ.
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many
will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin
increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also
might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Dead to Sin, Alive to God
1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ,
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives
to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus.
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13
Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your
members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

Slaves to Righteousness
15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or
of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God, that you who
were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of
teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have
become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your
natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity
and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as
slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 But
what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and
its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Released from the Law
1 Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that
the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2 For a married woman is
bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released
from the law of marriage. 3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives
with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from
that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.
4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so
that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order
that we may bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful
passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6
But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so
that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.

The Law and Sin
7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for
the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if
the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity through
the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law,
sin lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came,
sin came alive and I died. 10 The very commandment that promised life proved to be
death to me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived
me and through it killed me. 12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and
righteous and good.
13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing
death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and
through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 14 For we know
that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15 For I do not understand
my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I
do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer I
who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me,
that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry
it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on
doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells
within me.
21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I
delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members another law
waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that
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dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body
of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve
the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Life in the Spirit
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through
his Spirit who dwells in you.

Read: Heirs with Christ (8:12-17)
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13
For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death
the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons
of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with
him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

Explain: Heirs with Christ (8:12-17)
Bible study is asking and answering questions about the text. Let’s ask some questions.

Are there any literary/structural observations?
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What do the words mean?
12 So then, brothers, we are [present middle indicative] debtors [persons indebted,
delinquent, transgressor, debtor], not to the flesh, to live [present active infinitive]
according to the flesh. 13 For if you live [present active indicative] according to the
flesh you will [present active indicative] die [present active infinitive; has died off, is
dead, died, lies a-dying, is slain; same word used in Romans 5:6, 7, 8, 15; 6:2, 7, 8, 9,
10 (twice), 7:2, 3, 6, 9], but if by the Spirit [pneuma] you put to death [present active
indicative] the deeds [deeds, offices, works] of the body, you will live [future active
indicative]. 14 For all who are led [lead, bring, drive, go, pass time, induce, bring forth,
carry, let go, keep, lead away, be open; same word used in Romans 2:4] by the Spirit
[pneuma] of God are [present middle indicative] sons [child, son; so far in Romans, only
used of the Son of God (Romans 1:3, 4, 9; 5:10; 8:3)] of God. 15 For you did not
receive [second aorist active indicative] the spirit [pneuma] of slavery [slavery, bondage]
to fall back [anew, back, once more, again] into fear [phobos; fear, alarm, fright, terror;
same word used in Romans 3:18], but you have received [second aorist active
indicative] the Spirit [pneuma] of adoption [the placing as a son; adoption of children,
adoption of sons] as sons, by whom we cry [present active indicative; croak, scream,
call aloud, shriek, exclaim, intreat, cry, cry out], “Abba [father]! Father [father, parent]!”
16 The Spirit [pneuma] himself bears witness [present active indicative; symmartyreo
(with + martyr); to testify jointly, corroborate by concurrent evidence, testify unto, bear
witness with] with our spirit [pneuma] that we are [present middle indicative] children
[children, daughters, sons] of God, 17 and if children [children, daughters, sons], then
heirs [an inheritor, heir; same word used in Romans 4:13, 14]—heirs [an inheritor, heir;
same word used in Romans 4:13, 14, earlier in 8:17] of God and fellow heirs [fellow
heirs, heirs together, heirs with] with Christ, provided [if perhaps, if so be, seeing,
though] we suffer with [present active indicative; experience pain jointly, suffer with]
him in order that we may also be glorified with [exalt to dignity in company with, glorify
together] him.

Are there any repeated words?
Are there any repeated topics?
What are some observations of the text?
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Apply (What is the point?)
Personalize (What do we do with that?)
Next week: Future Glory (8:18-30)
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be
set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together
in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons,
the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do
not see, we wait for it with patience.
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to
his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

Homework
Resources (our helps—order matters)
•
•
•
•

Holy Spirit
Bible: Romans (ESV)
Church: bit.ly/FlemingSS
Tools: bit.ly/romans2017

Our process
•

Ask (the Holy Spirit for help)
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Read (Romans)
Talk (about Romans—bit.ly/romans2017group)
Send (feedback to jim314@yahoo.com by Wed)
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Quotes & Observations
Amy Valovcin (Hughes)
The identity the Spirit gives us is that of being sons and daughters of God.
God offers His soul-satisfying paternity to all who come to Him.
Abba, Father! It is not a reasoned cry, but a reflexive one, the cry of children. His
children, we are His and He listens when we call to Him.

What a great lesson for Father’s Day! Hughes mentions that Abba is the Aramaic
meaning, "Dear Father," and it is used in the same sense of when we say, "Dad," or,
"Daddy," and that the Jews themselves did not address God in this way. Jesus alone
used this to address His father.
As heirs and children of God we can cry out to, "Abba, Father," to our heavenly Father.
What a Father!! His love is unending and His grace and mercy are limitless. We can cry
out in love, anger, sadness and He allows us to come and He calms us, rejoices with us
and lets us vent.
"Abba, Father!"

Jessica Norris (Kroll)
Kroll: “We do not fear God as the slave fears his master. Rather, we love him as a son
loves his father.” In Paul’s mind, there were four main consequences of adoption:
1) The adopted person lost all rights in his old family and gained all the rights of a fully
legitimate son in his new family and got a new father.
2) It followed that he became heir to his new father’s estate that were equal to the
blood related sons.
3) In law, the old life of the adopted person was completely wiped out, meaning all
debts were canceled and wiped out as they had never been.
4) In the eyes of the law the adopted person was literally and absolutely the son of the
new father.
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