Stuart Heights Sunday School

Romans, week 32

August 27, 2017

Romans
The Mystery of Israel’s Salvation (Romans 11:25-36)

Introduction
A gentle review: Did we do this? Spend more time with God and His Word than with
anyone and anything else.
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Our approach each week will be REAP (read, explain, apply, personalize).
Here’s our outline of the book of Romans (summarized from the ESV’s outline):
ü
ü
ü
ü
5.
6.
7.
8.

Paul’s Introduction & Righteousness Introduced (1:1-17) (three weeks)
Righteous Wrath (1:18-3:20) (six weeks)
Saving Righteousness (3:21-4:25) (three weeks)
Righteous Freedom (5:1-8:39) (11 weeks)
Righteousness à Jews (9:1-11:36) (post July 4 to Labor Day) (eight weeks)
Righteous Living (12:1-15:13) (post Labor Day to October) (nine weeks)
Paul’s Closing (15:14-16:23) (November to early December) (five weeks)
Righteousness Summarized (16:25-27) (December & wrap up) (two weeks)

Today’s text (Romans 11:11-24) is the sixth, and final, part of this major section.
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God’s Sovereign Choice
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in
the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I
could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my
brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the
promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh,
is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended
from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his
offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is
not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the
promise are counted as offspring. 9 For this is what the promise said: “About this time
next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but also when
Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they
were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's
purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who
calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I
loved, but Esau I hated.”
14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he
says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on
whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but
on God, who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I
have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be
proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he
hardens whomever he wills.
19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 20
But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its
molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to
make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable
use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to
make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared
beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also
from the Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in Hosea,
“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’
and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’”
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26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’
there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’”
27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be
as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry
out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” 29 And as Isaiah predicted,
“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring,
we would have been like Sodom
and become like Gomorrah.”

Israel’s Unbelief
30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have
attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law
that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why?
Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have
stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written,
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2
For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.
3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own,
they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone who believes.

The Message of Salvation to All
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person
who does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on
faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring
Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);9 because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the
mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes
in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
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14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they
have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has
heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of
Christ.
18 But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for
“Their voice has gone out to all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the world.”
19 But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says,
“I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation;
with a foolish nation I will make you angry.”
20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say,
“I have been found by those who did not seek me;
I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.”
21 But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and
contrary people.”

The Remnant of Israel
1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected
his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how
he appeals to God against Israel? 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have
demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life.” 4 But what is God's
reply to him? “I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the
knee to Baal.” 5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But
if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer
be grace.
7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the
rest were hardened, 8 as it is written,
“God gave them a spirit of stupor,
eyes that would not see
and ears that would not hear,
down to this very day.”
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9 And David says,
“Let their table become a snare and a trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution for them;
10 let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see,
and bend their backs forever.”

Gentiles Grafted In (11:11-24)
11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means! Rather,
through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous.
12 Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if their failure means riches for
the Gentiles, how much more will their full inclusion mean!
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14 in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous,
and thus save some of them. 15 For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the
world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 16 If the dough offered
as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so are the branches.
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot,
were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive
tree, 18 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you
who support the root, but the root that supports you. 19 Then you will say, “Branches
were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off
because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud,
but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22
Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen,
but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too
will be cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be
grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut from
what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated
olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their
own olive tree.

Read: The Mystery of Israel’s Salvation (11:25-36)
25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery,
brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has
come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,
“The Deliverer will come from Zion,
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;
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27 “and this will be my covenant with them
when I take away their sins.”
28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they
are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have
received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been
disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.
32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.
33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
35 “Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever.
Amen.

Explain: The Mystery of Israel’s Salvation (11:25-36)
Bible study is asking and answering questions about the text. Let’s ask some questions.

Are there any literary/structural observations?
Paul wraps up this section very cleanly—it’s difficult to read this passage without
feeling a sense of closure at the end of Romans 11:36. This sense of closure is what
drives most scholars to mark Romans 11:36 as another endpoint for a major section of
Romans.
As last week’s text had several verses with no verbs, so does this week’s text. Romans
11:28-29, 33, and 36 contain no verbs in the Greek.

What do the words mean?
25 Lest you be [present middle subjunctive] wise in your own sight, I do not want
[present active indicative; determine, choose, prefer, wish, inclined, be about, delight
in, desire, intend, list, love, mean, please, will; same word used in Romans 1:13; 7:15,
16, 18, 19 (twice), 20, 21; 9:16, 18 (twice), 22] you to be unaware [present active
infinitive; not to know, ignore, be ignorant, not understand, unknown; same word used
in Romans 1:13; 2:4; 6:3; 7:1; 10:3] of this mystery, brothers [adelphos; brothers]: a
partial [piece, part, portion, some] hardening [second perfect active indicative;
blindness, hardness (the root word means stupidity or callousness)] has come upon
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Israel, until the fullness [which is put in to fill up, piece that filled up, fulfilling, full,
fullness—puzzle piece missing; same word used in Romans 11:12] of the Gentiles has
come in [second aorist active subjunctive; entered, came into, entered in to; same
word used in Romans 5:12]. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved [future middle
indicative; saved, delivered, protected, healed, preserved, made whole; same word
used in Romans 5:9, 10; 8:24; 9:27; 10:9, 13; 11:14], as it is written [perfect middle
indicative],
“The Deliverer [present middle participle; rescue, deliver (through the idea of a
current); same word used in Romans 7:24] will come [note: “will come” is not in the
Greek—the verb is ‘Deliverer;’ present middle participle] from Zion [a hill of Jerusalem
(figuratively the church); also spelled Sion; same word used in Romans 9:33],
he will banish [apostrepho; future active indicative; bring again, pervert, turn away
(from)] ungodliness [impiety, wickedness, ungodliness; same word used in Romans
1:18] from Jacob [same word used in Romans 9:13 of the son God loved]”;
27 “and this will be my covenant [disposition, contract, will, covenant, testament; same
word used in Romans 9:4] with them
when I take away [second aorist middle subjunctive; cut off, take away] their sins
[offense, sin].”
28 As regards the gospel [gospel, good message; used in Romans 1:1, 9, 16; 2:16;
10:16], they are enemies [enemies, foes, hateful, odious, hostile, adversaries; same
word used in Romans 5:10] for your sake [for you]. But as regards election [selection,
chosen, election; same word used in Romans 9:11; 11:5, 7], they are beloved
[agapetos; beloved, dear; same word used in Romans 1:7] for the sake of [dia] their
forefathers [fathers]. 29 For the gifts [gratuity, deliverance, endowment, qualification;
same word as used in Romans 1:11; 5:15, 16; 6:23] and the calling [calling, invitation] of
God are irrevocable [irrevocable, without repentance, not to be repented of]. 30 For
just as you were at one time disobedient [aorist active indicative; disbelieve (willfully
and perversely), not believe, disobedient, obey not, unbelieving; same word used in
Romans 2:8; 10:21] to God but now have received mercy [aorist middle indicative; have
compassion on, have pity on, have mercy on, show mercy on; same word used in
Romans 9:15 (twice), 16, 18] because of their disobedience [disobedience, unbelief,
disbelief], 31 so they too have now been disobedient [aorist active indicative;
disbelieve (willfully and perversely), not believe, disobedient, obey not, unbelieving;
same word used in Romans 2:8; 10:21; 11:30] in order that by the mercy [compassion,
tender mercy; same word used in Romans 9:23] shown to you they also may now
receive mercy [aorist passive (Robertson) subjunctive; have compassion on, have pity
on, have mercy on, show mercy on; same word used in Romans 9:15 (twice), 16, 18;
11:31]. 32 For God has consigned [aorist active indicative; conclude, enclose, shut up]
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all to disobedience [disobedience, unbelief, disbelief], that he may have mercy [aorist
active subjunctive; have compassion on, have pity on, have mercy on, show mercy on;
same word used in Romans 9:15 (twice), 16, 18; 11:30, 31] on all.
33 Oh, the depth [profundity, extent, mystery, deep, deepness, deep things, depth;
same word used in Romans 8:39] of the riches [wealth, fullness, money, possessions,
abundance, richness, valuable bestowment, riches; same word used in Romans 2:4;
9:23; 11:12] and wisdom and knowledge [knowing, knowledge, science; same word
used in Romans 2:20] of God! How unsearchable [unsearchable, not searched out,
inscrutable] are his judgments [avenge, condemned, condemnation, damnation, go to
law, judgment; same word used in Romans 2:2, 3; 3:8; 5:16] and how inscrutable [past
finding out, unsearchable, not tracked, untraceable] his ways! [Isaiah 40:13]
34 “For who has known [second aorist active indicative] the mind [mind,
understanding] of the Lord,
or who has been [second aorist active indicative] his counselor [counselor,
adviser]?”
35 “Or who has given [aorist active indicative; first give, to give before the other party
has given] a gift [note: ‘a gift’ is not present in the Greek] to him
that he might be repaid [future passive (Robertson) indicative; to requite,
recompense, render, repay]?”
36 For from him and through [dia] him and to him are all things. To him be glory [very
apparent glory, dignity, glory, honor, praise, worship; same word used in Romans 1:23;
2:7, 10; 3:7, 23; 4:20; 5:2; 6:4; 8:18, 21; 9:4, 9:23 (twice)] forever. Amen [firm,
trustworthy, surely, so be it, amen, verily; same word used in Romans 1:25; 9:5].

Are there any repeated words?
Disobedient, mercy,

What are some observations of the text?
25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery,
brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has
come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved [Question: Who is ‘Israel’ in this
sentence? Genetic Israel or spiritual/theological Israel or another option? I would argue
it’s not genetic Israel (we have multiple examples of pagan Jews in the Bible and in our
lives today), but spiritual Israel (see Romans 9 for Paul’s use of spiritual Israel here) feels
a little theologically gymnastics-oriented. Open hand here.], as it is written,
“The Deliverer will come from Zion,
he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;
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27 “and this will be my covenant with them
when I take away their sins.”
28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they
are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable. 30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have
received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been
disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.
32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

There are a lot of different ways to look at these next few verses. Here’s one thought:
Paul has just laid out some incredibly complex theology—he calls it a ‘mystery.’ I don’t
think he fully explains the mystery—he just exposes its existence.
But rather than be frustrated with the complexity of the mystery and his own (perhaps)
lack of understanding on this point (see the following verses as evidence), he explodes
into praise and awe and glorifying of God. His lack of understanding (or at least his
knowledge that not all of his audience would understand) resulted in Paul praising
God. He did not make it all about him (woe is me, I don’t understand), but rather he
said, ‘Our God is amazing. How awesome is He!’)
33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
35 “Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever.
Amen.

Apply (What is the point?)
1. Mysteries exist
2. All Israel will be saved
3. God and His ways have no equal

Personalize (What do we do with that?)
1. Let mysteries exist (put away our theological trampolines)
2. Evangelize
3. Glorify God
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Next week: A Living Sacrifice (12:1-2)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

Homework
Resources (our helps—order matters)
•
•
•
•

Holy Spirit
Bible: Romans (ESV)
Church: bit.ly/FlemingSS
Tools: bit.ly/romans2017

Our process
•
•
•
•

Ask (the Holy Spirit for help)
Read (Romans)
Talk (about Romans—bit.ly/romans2017group)
Send (feedback to jim314@yahoo.com by Wed)

Quotes & Observations
Amy Valovcin (Hughes)
vv. 25-32: No matter, how insurmountable the difficulties, the land and the people will
one day be reunited. . . . The stage appears to be well set.
vv. 33-36: God's glory should be our sole and constant desire. . . . Through Him...are
all things. This is a Puggle lesson for sure! God made everything! He simply spoke, and
the heavens flashed into being. . . . Matter is not God, but God is in everything, and
nothing works or exists except through His might.

Darla Skinner (Mounce)
His decisions are beyond human ken. How unsearchable are his ways. . . . Newman and
Nida comment that “the first of these terms describes something that cannot be found
by searching for it, while the other suggests footprints that cannot be tracked down” (A
Handbook on Paul’s Letter to the Romans [New York: UBS, 1973], 230).
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Jessica Norris (Kroll)
Kroll cites Stephen Kreloff when explaining “all of Israel will be saved.” Kreloff’s
references the tribulation period when Satan will attempt to destroy Israel. He goes
back to Zechariah 13:8 which states that 2/3 of the Jewish people will die. The
remaining 1/3 will be alive at the end of the tribulation and will constitute the entire
nation of Israel. The “fullness of the Gentiles” refers to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 when
God takes his church home.
In referring back to the olive tree in which the Gentiles have been grafted on, when the
rapture occurs God will remove those grafted branches and place back a 1/3 of the
natural branches. The tree may not be as full as it once could have been but it will be
restored to resemble more of what it was intended to look like.

McGarvey (Ironside)
And so, in verses 25-32, we see just what must take place before this regrafting, and
what will follow afterward.
This, then is one of the secret things hidden in the mind of God until the due time for
its revelation: Israel will be blinded in part, but, thank God, only in part, until the
present work of God among the Gentiles be completed.
God's gifts and calling He never retracts. Take a moment there...
Whether Jew or Gentile, all alike are saved on the same principle, 'For God hath
concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all' (v. 32).
The last four verses are in the nature of a Doxology. The apostle's heart is filled with
worship, praise, and admiration as the full blaze of the divine plan fills the horizon of his
soul.
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