SHBC Sunday School Systematic Theology: Part 2, Week 1 September 14, 2014

Systematic Theology
Part 2: Doctrine of God
Chapter 9: The Existence of God

How do we know that God exists?

Introduction & Review

Note: The primary textbook for the of this series is Wayne Grudem'’s
Systematic Theology. The primary text for the of this series is the Bible.

Grudem: What is systematic theology? Systematic theology is any study that answers the question,
“What does the Bible teach us today?” about any given

The Schedule

Part 1: The Doctrine of the Word of God (February - April, 2014)
Part 2: The Doctrine of God (September - November, 2014)

Part 3: The Doctrine of Man (~ early 2015)

Part 4: The Doctrines of Christ and the Holy Spirit (~ early 2015)
Part 5: The Doctrine of the Application of Redemption (~ late 2015)
Part 6: The Doctrine of the Church (~ early 2016)

Part 7: The Doctrine of the Future (~ late 2016)

Explanation and Scriptural Basis
Grudem: How do we know that God exists?

1. Humanity's Sense of God (Romans 1:18-25)

Grudem: Some people deny this inner sense of God and even deny that God exists (Psalm
14:1a, 53:1, 10:3-4). Why would people do this? (Romans 1:18)

What about the believer? Grudem: In the life of a Christian this inner awareness of God
becomes and more distinct (John 14:23, Ephesians 3:17a, Philippians 3:8,
10, 1 Peter 1:8)

2. Believing the Evidence in and (Genesis 1:1, Acts 14:17,
Psalm 19:1)
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3. Traditional “Proofs” for the Existence of God

The cosmological argument
The teleological argument
The ontological argument
The moral argument

Only Can Overcome Our Sin and Enable Us to Be Persuaded of His Existence (2
Corinthians 4:4-5, 1 Corinthians 2:4-5)

Grudem: Questions for Personal Application (abbreviated)

1.

When the seraphim around God's throne cry out, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the
whole earth is full of his glory” (Isaiah 6:3), do you think they are seeing the earth from a
somewhat different perspective than ours? In what ways? How can we begin to see the world
more from this perspective?

When is your inner sense of God’s existence strongest? Weakest? Why?

Look at your hand. Is it more or less complex than a wristwatch? Is it logical to think that either
one of them just came about by an accidental combination of elements?

Do most people today believe in the existence of God? Has this been true throughout history?
If they believe that God exists, why have they not worshiped him rightly?

Why do some people deny the existence of God? Does Romans 1:18 suggest there is often a
moral factor influencing their intellectual denial of God’s existence (cf. Psalm 14:1-3)? What is
the best way to approach someone who denies the existence of God?

Scripture Memory Passage

Romans 1: 18-20: 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be
known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the
world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse.

Hymn: “The Spacious Firmament on High” (Joseph Addison)
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Systematic Theology
Part 2: Doctrine of God
Chapter 10: The Knowability of God

Can we really know God? How much of God can we know?

Scripture Memory Passage Review
Romans 1: 18-20

The Necessity for God to Reveal Himself to Us
Grudem: If we are to know God at all, it is necessary that reveal himself to . Romans 1:19

Matthew 11:27; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 4:3—4; John 1:18

Grudem: people misinterpret the revelation about God found in nature. Romans
1:18, 21, 25

We Can Never Fully Understand God

Grudem: Because God is infinite and we are finite or limited, we can never fully understand God.
Psalm 145:3: Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; And His greatness is unsearchable. Psalm
147:5: Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite. Psalm 139:6, 17: Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is high, | cannot attain it. . .. How precious also are Your
thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! 1 Corinthians 2:10-12: 10 But God has
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of
God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even
so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely
given to us by God. Romans 11:33: Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!

Grudem: We can never fully understand any thing about God

Isaiah 55:9; Job 26:14, 11:7-9, 37:5
Grudem: We will run out of things to learn about him

Psalm 139:17-18; Colossians 1:10
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Yet We Can Know God Truly

“ know my wife” I “I know everything about my wife,” but it does mean that | know more than _
Grudem: We can know of God'’s thoughts— even many of them— from Scripture
Psalm 139:17

Jeremiah 9:23-24

Grudem: The richness of the Christian life includes a relationship with God.

How are you availing yourself of this richness?

Grudem: Questions for Personal Application

1. Sometimes people say that heaven sounds boring. How does the fact that God is
incomprehensible yet knowable help to answer that objection?

2. How can we be sure that when we reach heaven God will not tell us that most of what we had
learned about him was wrong, and that we would have to forget what we had learned and begin
to learn different things about him?

3. Do you want to go on knowing God more and more deeply for all eternity? Why or why not?
Would you like sometime to be able to know God exhaustively? Why or why not?

4. Why do you think God decided to reveal himself to us? Do you learn more about God from his
revelation in nature or his revelation in Scripture? Why do you think it is that God'’s thoughts
are “precious” to us (Psalm 139:17)? Would you call your present relationship to God a personal
relationship? How is it similar to your relationships with other people, and how is it different?
What would make your relationship with God better?

Scripture Memory Passage

Psalm 145:1-3: 11 will extol You, my God, O King; And | will bless Your name forever and ever. 2
Every day | will bless You, And | will praise Your name forever and ever. 3 Great is the LORD, and
greatly to be praised; And His greatness is unsearchable.

Hymn: “| Will Thee Praise, My God, O King” (The Book of Psalms with Music
(Pittsburgh: Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 1973)
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Systematic Theology

Part 2: Doctrine of God

Chapter 11: The Character of God:
“Incommunicable” Attributes

How is God different from us?

Scripture Memory Passage Review
Psalm 145:1-3

Grudem: Explanation and Scriptural Basis

Grudem: Introduction to the Study of God’s Character
Grudem: We will adopt probably the most commonly used classification: the incommunicable

attributes of God (that is, those attributes that God does

share or “communicate” to others)

and the communicable attributes of God (those God or “communicates” with us).

Grudem: The Incommunicable Attributes of God

1.

Independence (self-existence). Grudem: God does not need us or the rest of creation for
, yet we and the rest of creation can glorify him and bring him joy. Acts
17:24-25; Job 41:11; Psalm 50:10-12; Revelation 4:11; John 1:3; Psalm 90:2; Exodus 3:14

Grudem: We are in fact very meaningful because God has created us and has determined
that we would be meaningful to him. Isaiah 43:7; Ephesians 1:11-12; Revelation 4:11; Isaiah 62:3-
5; Zephaniah 3:17-18a

Unchangeableness (immutability). Grudem: God is in his being,
perfections, purposes, and promises, yet God does act and feel emotions, and he acts and feels
differently in response to different situations. Psalm 102:25-27; Malachi 3:6; James 1:17

Grudem: God is unchanging . . . in ways that Scripture itself affirms. Psalm 33:11;
Isaiah 46:9-11; Numbers 23:19

Eternity. Grudem: God has
and he sees all time equally vividly, yet God sees events in time and acts in time. Psalm 90:2;

beginning, end, or succession of moments in his own being,
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Revelation 1:8; Exodus 3:14; Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8; Galatians 4:4-5; Acts 17:30-31

4. Omnipresence. Grudem: God does

Jeremiah 23:23-24; Psalm 139:7-JJJ]

have size or spatial dimensions and is present at
every point of space with his whole being, yet God acts differently in different places.
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